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| Thank Thee, Lord 


By Barbara C. Ryberg 


|S map Thou hast proved Thyself 
to me 
The God who can do abundantly 
Above sll I asked or thought of Thee, 
I thank Thee, Lord. 


When storms of adversity prevailed, 

Temptations on every hand assailed, 

Because Thou hast never, never failed, 
i thank Thee, Lord. 


Because Thou hast been my balm in 
t i 
And taught me through sorrow’s stinging 


rain 
To trust till the sun breaks through 


again, 
I thank Thee, Lord. 
For blessed times when Ive seen Thy 


face, 
For every arduous trysting place, 
Since both have led me to grow in grace, 
I thank Thee, Lord. 


" My heart is full as I count the ways 


Thou hast led and blessed through the 
passing days. 
Not just in werd, may my life e’er praise 
And thank Thee, Lord.. 


Even the most arrogant of men are 
sobered by thoughts of eternity. “Be- 
cause sentence against an evil work is 
not executed speedily, therefore the 
heart of the sons of men is fully set in 
them to do evil” (Eccles. 8:11). So it 
was with the Nazis: they defied divine 
and human laws, trampling upon all 
that was right and good, and spreading 
destruction, suffering, and sorrow. Hu- 
man justice has already overtaken them, 
and some are realizing that a more 
righteous, more impartfl, more inex. 
orable, and more terrible judgment 
awaits them after death. A United 
Press dispatch from Nuremberg, Octo- 
ber 16, reports that Herman Goering 
has taken to studying the Scriptures, 
particularly parts of the Old Testament. 
Lieut. Eggers, former pastor of Hope 
Lutheran Church at Tonasket, Wash., 


Coming Boldly 


erate, sober, unemotional, and not at all 
the jovial man I have read about. He 
apparently has spent lots of time study- 
ing the Scriptures and can quote them 
at length.” Kaltenbrunner, one of the 
chief authors of the concentration camp 
system, is reading the book “Jesus 
Christ,” by Karl Adam. Von Ribben- 
trop told Eggers that the Nazi attitude 
toward the church was one of the 
gravest mistakes of the Hitler régime. 
It may be that they will be like Esau, 
who “found no place of repentance, 
though he sought it carefully with tears.” 
This belated interest in Bible study and 
things religious should be a fearful 
warning to others that “it is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment.” But while life lasts, God 
in His infinite mercy is still saying to 
men, “Christ. was once offered to bear 
the sins of many.” , 


& 


NOV 79 194: 


An editorial by Ina France Nesbitt ” 


“Let us therefore come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that we may... 
find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 
4:16). : 


N THE newspaper reporter’s vocabu- 
lary are five words which to him 
are like the scales on a piano to 
the musician. They are “who, what, 


where, when, why.” It is of great value 


in our study of God’s Word to apply 
this rule of thumb to the verse or chap- 
ter we read, as it not only helps to fix 
our often wandering attention, but it 
also brings out fresh meaning from 
verses grown familiar through much 
reading. 

Let us analyze Hebrews 4:16 in the 
light of this formula. 





— 
Comfort for Dark Days 








“And when the children of Israel 
cried unto the Lord, the Lord 
raised up a deliverer to the chil- 














dren of Israel, who delivered them 
se Ps (Judges 3:9). 


Who is invited to come to the throne 
of grace to find help in time of need? 
Perhaps you will say anyone, every one, 
but that is not strictly true, 

The sinner may come to the throne of 


grace to find salvation. That is the first © 


step into the love and favor of God. 
Until the great question of eternal life 
or eternal death is settled it is futile 
to plead with God for minor blessings. 
True, He may in His grace and mercy 
grant the answer to a sinner’s prayer, 
but He has clearly outlined His will 


in the matter of prayer: “Seek ye first ~ 


the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you.” This and many other verses 
call the sinner to seek salvation before 
seeking the other things that pertain 
to life and godliness. After we have 
come boldly for salvation, we are then 
in a position to. take the attitude of an 
obedient child toward a loving, generous 
father. 

“No good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly.” Space would 
not permit me to quote the many pre- 
cious promises of* God’s Word for the 
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believer to claim and cash in as we 
would cash a valid check. 

A mother who had received word that 
her son was missing in action somewhere 
in the South Pacific said to her pastor: 
“I have prayed for him with all my 
might. I have prayed as hard as I know 
how. I have prayed like a beggar.” 

Such praying proceeds from wrong 
thinking about God. It makes Him ap- 
pear as a hardhearted Person whose un- 
limited power must be sought with pleas 
sufficiently clamorous to make Him re- 
lent and grant our petitions. 

Let us for a moment consider a prayer 
by one of God's saints who knew Him 
in a real way, George Dawson, whose 
prayer is recorded for us in “Best Loved 
Prayers of the American People.” 

“Almighty God, Lord of the storm and 
of the calm, the vexed sea and the quiet 
haven, of day and night, of life and 
death; grant unto us to have our hearts 
stayed upon Thy faithfulness, Thy un- 
changingness and love, that, whatsoever 
betide us, however black the cloud or 
dark the night, with quiet faith trusting 
Thee, we may look upon Thee with un- 
troubled eye, and walking in lowliness 
toward Thee, and in lovingness toward 
one another, we may abide all storms 
and troubles of this mortal life, be- 
seeching Thee that they may turn to the 
soul’s true good; we ask it for Thy 
mercy’s'sake, shown in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.” — 

Again he prays: “Grant unto us, Al- 
mighty God, the peace that passeth un- 
derstanding, that we, amid the storms 
and troubles of this our life, may rest 
in Thee, knowing that all things are in 
Thee; not beneath Thy love, but under 
Thy care, governed by Thy will, guarded 
by Thy love, so that with a quiet heart 
we may see the storms of life, the cloud 
and the thick darkness, ever rejoicing to 
know that the darkness and light are 
both alike to Thee. Guard, guide, and 
govern us even to the end, that none 
of us may fail to lay hold of immortal 
life: through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.” 

In these prayers we see outlined the 
portrait of a humble, obedient, trusting 
child of God, whose confidence is in the 
love of a Father who desires to do His 
best for His beloved child. 

What does he come to receive? He 
comes for spiritual blessing — lowliness, 
peace, loving-kindness toward others, 
grace to bear life’s storms, vision to 
look beyond the present suffering to the 
blessed afterward when joy will take 
the place of sorrow and praise replace 
petition. He prays that the troubles of 
this mortal life may turn to the soul’s 
true good; but, while other petitions are 
not recorded in these prayers, we cannot 
doubt he also asked for temporal bless- 
ings. “Give us this day our daily bread” 
is as much a part of our prayer life 
as prayer for spiritual blessing. “No 

(Continued on page 916) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


The Value of Academic Degrees 


I have been a reader of Tue Sunpay 
Scmoot Trmes for many years. I admire 
it because it honors my precious Bible. 
Today we have so little said from the 
pulpit about the old-time way of religion 
and especially the family altar. i am out 
of heart with so much glorifying man 
and so little the cross, as Paul said. He 
gloried in the cross of Christ. He was a 
much greater man than any of our so- 
called great men today. Yet today they 
say, “Dr. . PhD., LLD., B.S., A.M., 
D.D.,” ete. Nothing like that in the early 
— yet they had power we do not 

ve, 


I am a layman with a common school 
education. There is a lot of glorying in 
degrees, education, etc. 

I have read [works on] geology, evolu- 
tion, at least one author on zoology, and 
I understand astronomy. They set the 
Bible aside, as they figure time. May I 
say they are infidels if they do not fol- 
low the Bible? I see the word “infidel” 
means, “not faith” or something like that, 
in the root meaning. Is it right to say 
these who have a doctor’s degree, hav- 
ing studied these infidel sciences, are 
infidels? 

I will thank you very much for set- 
ting me right, or giving me a clearer 
view on this subject which means s0 
much today. 

I see so much of that doctor stuff in our 
church paper. 
it’s a medicine man, a public instructor, or 
a man who tells us how to get ready for 
Heaven.—A Pennsylvania reader. 


It is true that in many pulpits today 
“the old time religion” is not preached; 
and the widespread neglect of family 
worship is at the root of many of our 
troubles. 


“Infidel” comes from the Latin, and 
meant originally “not faithful.” It has 
come to mean “not holding the faith; 
especially non-Christian; also, opposing 
or unfaithful to Christianity ...an un- 
believer; a disbeliever; specifically, a 
non-Christian; one who does not accept 
Christianity.” In these days when the 
shades of belief run through the whole 
range of color, from the dead blackness 
of atheism to the whiteness of the clear 
Gospel light, it is often hard to detect 
infidels. Few men are real atheists at 
heart, but their number is legion who 





‘ reject smaller or larger portions of the 


Bible, and who trample underfoot, fig- 
uratively, “the Son of God, and... 
count the blood of the covenant... an 
unholy thing, and ...do.. . despite 
unto the spirit of grace.” 


Higher education in most of our col- 
leges and universities today is perilaus, 
for it is based on the theory of evolu- 
tion, which in turn is opposed to the 
Genesis record of creation, and thus 
undermines faith in the Bible. But 


academic degrees do not make a man an 
infidel. There have been many great 
servants of God whose degrees were 


Sometimes I cannot tell if, 
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numerous, such as Dr. Howard Kelly, 
Sir William Ramsay, W. Bell Dawson of 
Canada, Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle, Dr. 
Griffith Thomas, Bishop Handley Moule; 
and there are many like them today, in- 
cluding ministers, teachers, lawyers, doc- 
tors, and our devout Christian college 
presidents. A thorough education is not 
to be despised, and is important for any- 
one in a place of leadership in Christian 
work, Our Christian colleges, like 
Wheaton and Houghton; the few sound 
seminaries, like Dallas and Faith; and 
the Bible institutes are providing a vari- 
ety of courses in a great many worth- 
while subjects. Studies in’ the original 
languages of the Bible,—Hebrew and 
Greek, — are valuable to ministers, and 
especially to those who expect to trans- 
late portions of Scripture on the foreign 
mission field. Courses in Christian 
evidences and true science help to pro- 
vide students with answers to the skep- 
ticism and unbelief which are so preva- 
lent in our day. 


An exceptionally fine statement of the 
place of education in the Christian min- 
istry is found in Sir Robert Anderson‘s 
introduction to his own book, “The Gos- 
pel and Its Ministry.” It should be noted 
that Sir Robert had the degrees of K.C.B. 
and LL.D., and was a talented man him- 
self, being for many years one of the 
chief inspectors of Scotland Yard, a 
powerful writer of Christian apologetics, 
an authority on crime prevention, 
knighted by the Queen for his service to 
the Crown, and a humble and earnest 
witness for the Lord Jesus Christ. Hav- 
ing given a vivid picture of the great- 
ness and the humility of the Apostle 
Paul, Sir Robert wrote: 


“What God wants in those whom He 
will put in trust with the Gospel, is not 
that they shall be polished and educated 
gentlemen, much less that they shall be 
coarse and ignorant boors; not that they 
shall be skilled in dogmatic theology, 
much less that they shall be unlearned 
in doctrine; not that they shall be bril- 
liant and eloquent, much less that they 
shall be ungifted and dull. All He seeks 
is a fitting instrument upon whom the 
power of Christ can rest, an empty 
earthen vessel that He can fill with His 
priceless treasure. The man, whoever 
he may be, whether on the highest 
round of the social ladder, or the lowest, 
who can say with Paul, ‘Most gladly 
will I glory in infirmities, that the power 
of Christ may rest on me,’ and say it 
with unfeigned lips, and from a heart 
that has been taught it in the school of 
God, has gained the secret of this com- 
petency for the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion. 


“Apart from this fitness, the highest 


and the greatest are but ‘clouds without 
water,’ while with it the lowest and the 


least may become ‘competent ministers © 


of the new covenant.’” 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Recent Archaeological Developments 


Discoveries and publications of 1945 relating to Bible archaeology 


ITH the ending of the war, we 
W look forward to the resumption 
of many archaeological excava- 
tions in the Near East. Exploration and 
archaeological investigation, however, 
have not been at a standstill during the 
course of the war, as evidenced by the 
work of Nelson Glueck and others. Dr. 
Glueck, director of the American School 
of Oriental Research in Jerusalem, spent 
the greater part of his time during the 
war exploring and investigating the Jor- 
dan Valley and the Transjordan region, 
and has identified the Biblical sites in 
ose areas. In America, and to some 
extent in Europe, work has progressed 
in the study of the clay tablets and other 
discoveries which had not yet been ade- 
quately dealt with up to the time of the 
war. The time has been well spent in 
analysis and synthesis, and in the con- 
solidation of gains made earlier by ex- 
cavation. Several discoveries and pub- 
lications of 1945 will be of interest 
because of the bearing on the Bible. 


ARCHAEOLOGY AND BELIEF IN A FUTURE LIFE 

The Old Testament indicates a knowl- 
edge of the fact of a future life, as 
shown by such passages as Job 19:25, 
26, Isaiah 26:19, and Daniel 12:2. (Some 
liberal scholars have objected that the 
Hebrew of Job 19:25, 26 is unintelligible, 
but if we merely take the implication of 
the certain words, it clearly indicates 
a knowledge of a future existence.) 

It seems likely that even long before 
the time of Job, Isaiah, or Daniel, God 
revealed the fact of a future life to the 
early patriarchs, and this knowledge 
spread so that even those who departed 


- from the knowledge of the true and liv- 


ing God (Rom. 1:21-23ff) still retained a 
knowledge of this truth. The archeolog- 
ical excavations abundantly show this 
knowledge of a future life. A recent 
article by Ovid R. Sellers of McCormick 
Theological Seminary, “Israelite Belief 
in Immortality,” 1 presents some of these 
evidences of a knowledge of a life here- 
after, as shown in the archaeological 
remains in Egypt, Babylonia, Persia, 
Palestine, and Syria. Several photo- 
graphs in the article illustrate the be- 
lief in another life, including a scene 
from the Egyptian Book of the Dead, 
showing a deceased person appearing in 
judgment in the next life; a sketch of 
the burial of a Babylonian king interred 
with his retainers, who are to serve him 
in the next world: (from the Royal Cem- 





1 Biblical Archaeologist, Feb., 1945. 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., 


Associate Prof. of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeoleg 


ical Editor of The Sunday School Times 


What has happened in the field of 
archaeology in recent months and 
years? Did the war put a stop to 
all progress in this branch of science 
which is of interest to Bible stu- 
dents? These and other questions 
are answered by Dr. Free in this 
article. The accuracy of the Word of 
God is further confirmed by fresh 
discoveries of the archaeologists. 


——_—__ 





etery at Ur); a Persian grave (3000-2000 
B.C.), containing weapons for use after 
death; and other similar burials from 
Palestine and Syria. 


We do not agree with all of the opin- 
ions expressed by Dr. Sellers in this 
article, such as his statement that dif- 
ferent Old Testament writers had differ- 
ent conceptions of Sheol (p. 13). We 
believe it would rather be correct to 
say that different Old Testament writers 
describe different aspects of Sheol. 


PALESTINIAN BuriaAL Customs 


In the same issue of the Biblical 
Archaeologist (p. 17), G. Ernest Wright 
observes that in all of the hundreds of 
Palestinian tombs that have been exca- 
vated, he does not know of any evidence 
of the remains of food or drink in any 
of the vessels found in these tombs. He 
observes that this situation indicates that 
the dominant view of the after life was 
not as materialistic as it was in Egypt. 
We would also point out that there may 
have been many earth and tomb burials 
not yet found which were made by true 
believers and which contained no uten- 
sils at all. 


PacaAN CULTS OF CANAAN 

Liberals often have questioned God’s 
command to the Israelites to drive out 
or to destroy the people of Canaan at 
the time of the conquest of the land 
(Deut. 7:2). The excavations have 
shown the degradation of Canaanite re- 
ligion, and the Scriptures indicate that 
one of the reasons behind Israel’s back- 
sliding was the fact that many of the 
pagan Canaanites remained in and 
around Palestine, there to corrupt Is- 
rael.2 


Recent additional evidence of these 
pagan religions is cited in the “Archae- 
ological News” section of the American 





#See “Canaanite Moral Rottenness,” The 
Sunday School Times, Aug. 26, 1944, in “Notes 
on Open Letters.” 
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Journal of Archaeology.® It reports on 
a model shrine, which was probably used 
in the cult of Astarte, and allegedly 
comes from the tenth or ninth century 
B.C. The model shrine has a pillar on 
either side of the doorway, with a figure 
of a dove with outspread wings over the 
doorway. This suggests that the shrine 
was used in the cult of Astarte, probably 
as a receptacle @for offerings. Thus the 
picture of the nature of Canaanite re- 
ligion is gradually filled out from the 
archaeological discoveries. 


CANAANITE RELIGIOUS TABLETS 


The publication and analysis of the 
Ras Shamra Tablets, first found in 1929, 
steadily continues4 H. L. Ginsberg 
analyzes one of these documents in the 
Bulletin of the American Schools of 
Oriental Research.5 This account tells 
of the Canaanite goddess Anath and 
her meeting with the god Aghat over 
their wine cups, and the ensuing bicker- 
ings and negotiations between these Ca- 
naanite deities. 


The critical idea that much of the re- 
ligion of Israel was borrowed from the 
Canaanites is not supported by these 
archaeological discoveries. An examina- 
tion of the Ras Shamra Tablets which 
contain these Canaanite mythological 
texts shows how different the Canaanite 
paganism was in contrast to the true 
revelation of God as found in the Scrip- 
tures. Some time ago W. F. Albright 
summarized the significance of the Ras 
Shamra Tablets in this regard when he 
said, “Every fresh publication of Ca- 
naanite mythological texts makes the 
gulf between the religions of Canaan 
and Israel increasingly clear.” ¢ 


/ 
LIGHT ON PROVERBS FROM Ras SHAMRA 


As a result of the discovery of various 
clay tablets, many a puzzling Bible text 
has become clear to us. H. L. Ginsberg 
points out how one of the Ras Shamra 
Tablets explains a verse in Proverbs.7 
In Proverbs 26:23, a person with burn- 
ing (fervent) lips but a wicked heart is 
referred to as being like an earthen ves- 
sel covered with silver dross. The He- 
brew expression means “dross silver” 
rather than “silver dross,” according to 
Ginsberg, but in either case, neither 
“dross silver” nor “silver dross” is used 
in real life for plating earthenware, and 


furthermore, neither would form an at- 


(Continued on page 914) 





® Jan.-Mar., 1945, citing J. H. Iliffe in the 
Quarterly of the Department of Antiquities of 
Palestine, 1944, 

*For the discovery and significance of these 
tablets, see the writer’s article, “Commen- 
taries from the Clay Tablets—the Ras 
Shamra Tablets,” The Sunday School Times, 
April 14, 1945. 


&“The North Canaanite Myth of Anath and 
Aqhat,” Apr., 1945, p. 15ff. 

* Bulletin of the Amenican Schools of Orien- 
tal Research, Mo. 70, Apr., 1938, p. 24. 


*“Ugaritic Studies and the Bible,” Biblical 
Archaeologist, May, 1945. 
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- ‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Survey. of Religious Life 


and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 


GCTUMPFTY Years of God’s Faithful- 
ness,” in the Hebrew Christian 
Quarterly, tells of the early 

Christian life of Mr. J. R. Lewek. “Al- 

most immediately after the dear Lord 

had come into my heart and life,” he 
says, “my heart was burdened for my 
people according to the flesh.” He asked 
the Lord to open the way to work in the 
morning hours so that afternoons he 
might visit Jewish stores and homes. 

“God did His part. I carried coal, 

washed windows, and scrubbed stairs. 

Afternoons I sought to prove to Jews 

that Jesus Christ was the promised Mes- 

siah.” 


But he felt the need of Scripture train- 
ing and asked the Lord to guide him to 
it.. “One morning, when walking on 
N. La Salle St., looking for jobs, I passed 
the old Moody Church and noticed a 
sign advertising free lectures by the 
Moody Bible Institute. I entered the 
hall where Dr. Torrey was speaking 
on ‘What the Bible Teaches Concerning 
Man.’ I cannot describe in words what 
I felt. It was just what I needed, and 
I made up my mind to attend the lec- 
tures. After a few days my conscience 
troubled me. Was it right for me to 
come daily without speaking to the 
authorities? So I told Dr. Torrey of 
my need of instruction. For two years 
I attended the nine o’clock studies under 
Mr. Newell and at the eleven, ‘Doctrine’ 
under Dr. Torrey. -To provide for my. liv- 


ing expenses during the summer monthsI . 


helped ‘to unload fruit boats coming in 
on Michigan St. pier, three or four hours 
at night. During the winter months, 
when these fruit boats stopped coming 
in, I worked four hours a day in the 


Working Men’s Home on Custom House. 


Place. 


“I cannot praise God enough for the 
Moody Bible Institute and what. it did 
for me. Not alone the knowledge I 
received through the daily lectures, but 
the fellowship with the students who 
loved God encouraged me greatly and 
scattered my loneliness.” 

Mr. Lewek’s fifty years of work among 
Jews has been largely in connection 
with the Chicago Hebrew Mission and 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance. 


The six-pointed star, called by Jews 
Mogen David, the Shield of David, is 
universally used as an emblem of Israel’s 
past and future. Yet it is a modern 
symbol, dating back only a few hundred 
years. Its origin is leg@ndary, as the 
Hebrew Christian Quarterly explains. 
David as a boy was said to detest spiders 


and . 
Py eo oes 


‘and could not understand why God had 


created them. When later in life he 
fled from Saul he took refuge in a 
mountain cave, the soldiers of Saul ful- 
lowing hard after him. When they 
came to the cave they noticed that a 
spider had woven its web across the en- 
trance and they reasoned that no one 
could have gone within without break- 
ing it. So they by-passed this retreat. 

“From his hiding-place David over- 
heard the conversation, and it dawned 


upon him that God had saved him by 


a miracle, using the lowly and detested 
spider which had hastily spun its web 


’ ever the entrance a few moments after 


he and his companions had entered the 
cave. Thus he realized how unjust he 
had been in questioning the wisdom ‘of 
God. Examining the web he noticed 
particularly thé interlaced equilateral 
triangles forming an infinity of hexa- 
grams, and then and there he vowed to 
adopt the life-saving hexagram for his 
shield and that of all Israel. 

“So we find it today on synagogues, in 
houses, on kitchen utensils, candlesticks, 
magazines, and even on kosher sau- 
sages.” . 

The One Hundred and Forty-second 
Psalm is “David’s Prayer When He Was 
in the Cave.” “Refuge failed me; no 
man cared for my soul. I cried unto 
thee,.O Lord: I said, Thou art my refuge 
and my portion in the land of the liv- 
ing.” 


“So is the kingdom of God, as if a 
man should cast seed into the ground; 
- » . and the seed should spring and 
grow up, he knoweth not how.” This 
is the story of Congoland. Mr. Herbert 
Smith of the Disciples of Christ Mis- 
sion, Bolenge, went thither in 1909 when 
the number of Christians was 150; now 
it is well over 53,000! At the early 
time, he tells us in the Congo Mission 
Newé&, there was no unity of thought 
and spirit-such as now exists between 
the people here and those of other mis- 
sions. They are now one in Christ. It 
seems but a short time ago that the 
geography of Congoland was very little 
understood by the natives, but now 


_great numbers of them study ‘the maps 


of the colony, meet people from differ- 
ent provinces, and call such people 
friends, even though they do not regard 
them as of the same family. They have 
ministers, schoolteachers, employees in 
commercial work, as in banks and post 
offices and state hospitals, often doing 
their work in French. Yet at Lotumbe, 
in 1910, not a person could read or write. 
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Mr. Smith speaks of a mission book- 
shop where, every morning, natives 
could be seen about the door waiting 
for it to open—soldiers, policemen, 
clerks, schoolboys. They had come of 
their own initiative, seeking the fellow- 
ship with the wide world outside which 
books give. There is a marked growth 
of intelligence in things quite unknown 
to their fathers. Letter-writing is com- 
mon, and money is sent by them even 
by telegraph. 

According to census figures the num- 
ber of Protestant Christians in the Portu- 
guese colony of Angola is now 286,182. 
This can hardly be an overstatement 
since, because of Romanist pressure, it 
takes backbone to make confession of 
Protestant connections. Protestant mis- 
sions are esteemed generally, especially 
those with medical work. Newspapers 
carry hotel advertisements in which the 
hotel proprietor gives as an additional 
reason for stopping at his hotel, the fact 
that his auto is available at any hour 
to go with patients to the mission hos- 
pital. 


Remarkable testimony to God’s pro- 
tecting care comes from H. W. Bly in 
World Dominion. Mr. Bly is a German 
missionary in Honan province, training 
Chinese workers and evangelists. When 
the war broke, the Japanese made a 
point of singling out schools for bomb- 
ing — slaughtering students in order to 
deprive China of educated leadership. 
This led to the mass exodus of schools 


_ and universities to the west of China. 


Mr. Bly decided to trust to God and 
carry on in the no-man’s-land between 
the lines of the Japanese and Chinese 
armies. ‘There was indeed no alter- 
native. His students were too poor to 
undertake the long trek to the West. 
And the people in this area were those 
who most needed help and leadership. 

In view of the insecurity of the time, 
it seemed foolhardy to start a three- 
year Bible study course, together with 
a three-year course for students needing 
preliminary training. Yet the school 
was Opened —at Chengyang, only thirty 
miles from the enemy lines, at a point 
where cannonading could actually be 
heard on occasion. Almost all teachers 
qualified for high school subjects had 
gone West. The Japanese had confis- 
cated all textbooks in occupied territory 
and allowed none to be sent into free 
territory. 

The difficulties seemed insuperable. 
So they went to prayer. 

Their prayers were answered. From 
the occupied city of Sinyang came a 
bookseller who from the ruins of his 
shop had salvaged textbooks, and smug- 
gled them through enemy lines. “When 
we had sorted and counted the books 
that he had in his burlap sacks we found 
that he had just the right number and 
just the right ones to supply our needs. 
It had been impossible to get the kero- 
sene needed for lamps. One day a shop- 
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keeper, who had hoarded kerosene for 
profit, let us have his whole stock at a 
reasonable price.” 

More than eighty earnest young peo- 
ple entered the school. From time to 
time enemy planes flew over the city, 
occasionally dropping bombs. “After 
such a morning call, the students were 
not calm enough to sit in class, so we 
sent them out to preach the Gospel to 
farmers in neighboring villages.” 

The first year was without major dis- 
turbance. The second was a-time of in- 
vasion, a massing of thousands of troops 
with tanks and artillery. “Again God 
held His protecting hand over us and 
no bombs fell on our property. The 
mandarins left the city and the people 
followed them. The majority of our 
students decided to hang on. The Jap- 
anese advanced like a storm. Homes 
and shops over the whole city were 
broken into, people killed, the city looted 
clean, and much of it burned, yet in all 
the tempest not one of the students, 
teachers, or Christians was harmed. 
About a year later we had a similar 
experience and again we were marvel- 
ously kept. We were able to complete 
the third year.” 4 

Out from that Bible school on the front 
lines have gone over fifty graduates to 
serve in the church as teachers, evange- 
lists, Bible women, and nurses. 


Rum and Romanism.—Roman Catho- 
lics are being organized in every direc- 
tion, and the latest is the Catholic Guild 
of the Liquor Industry, of which the 
Rev. Aloysius Dineen, chaplain of the 
Sixty-ninth (Irish) New York Regiment, 
is spiritual director. On May 6 they at- 
tended Mass and then had a Communion 
Breakfast at the Hotel Pennsylvania. 
This. guild is said to be “fast-growing” 
and its purpose is “to give spiritual 
guidance to its members.” . 

I notice that Schenley’s Distillers Cor- 
poration gives to every employee going 
into the armed services a Bible and a 
pack of playing cards, fitting them out, 
in their notion, for time and eternity. 

Mr. Charles Stelzle reported many 
yeafs ago that the Bartenders’ Union 
was the only labor organization that 
regularly opened and closed its meet- 
ings with prayer. “At the opening of 
the meeting the president gives three 
raps, bringing the members to their 
feet. ‘Let.us be silent while the chap- 
lain invokes the Father’s aid.’ Here is 
the prayer: 

“‘Be with us, our Father, in this.our 
convention. Grant us, we pray thee, 


a-part of Thy wisdom that we may pur- . 


sue the path which causes all men to 
acknowledge the brotherhood of men 
and Fatherhood of Thee.’ 

“At the close of the meeting the presi- 
dent says, ‘Let us be silent while the 
chaplain delivers thanks to the Father.’ 
The chaplain prays: 

‘““*Thou, O Father, who has created all 
things as they are, now that we are 
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about to quit this circle and mingle 
again with the selfish world, we pray. 
Thee to protect and shield us and our 
work from evil hands, and may we all 
at last be received into the circle of 
Thy love. Amen.’” 


This last clayse recalls the double- 
edged obituary, in the Brewers’ Journal, 
of the late brewer Ruppert, a New York 
Catholic, who lay in state in St.. Pat- 
rick’s Cathedral on Fifth Avenue. It 
closed with, “He has gone to his eternal 
reward.” 


Yet he was engaged in operations of 
which the great antislavery leader Ger- 
rit Smith once said, “No business is more 
strongly marked with-cruelty to the 
poor and with insult to God.” 


Where Satan Reigns.—Mr. Jonathan 
Lindell is a pioneer in the province of 
Bhutan, North India. In Lutheran World 
Vision he bears witness to the power 
of the Prince of the Air in a devil-pos- 
sessed community. A man has a grudge 
against a neighbor and goes to the Hindu 
temple to invoke the aid of the god 
against him. 

“Immediately all kinds of strange 
things began to happen. .-Apparently 
from nowhere stones began to shower 
all over the yard, on their house, and 
into the house. It was as though a crowd 
were pelting the place, yet no one was 
anywhere near except the usual occu- 
pants. All the members of the family 
began to get sick, the animals became 
sick, the crops wilted, everything im- 
aginable went wrong, and the whole 
place began to go to ruin.” 

The frightened victim hurried to make 
money payments to his enemy. The lat. 
ter went to the temple, offered worship 
ty the god, and the persecution was 
called off. 

“Other mediums, through the spirits 
with whom they are in league, have 
power to heal all manner of disease, — 
and they really do! 


“The patient comes to pay his worship 
and his fees and then the medium goes 
into his worship. He chants, trembles, 
shakes, calls out, goes into a trance, and 
then he sends on the spirit to the pa- 
tient who, in like manner, gets possessed. 
When the whole thing is over the pa- 
tient gets up perfectly well and goes 
home! There is one such specialist in 
our village. There are half a dozen 
in Sukhia. They say that God heals, 
and they think that the miracles of the 
Lord Jesus were nothing special — that 
he was but a medium of God’s power 
as theirs are”; by “God” meaning their 
own temple idol god. 

“In my opinion most of these people 
are more or less half-possessed all the 
time, at least they are under the author- 
ity and’ works of Satan and his evil 
spirits and powers, because they have 
deliberately given themselves over ‘to 
them.” 
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Discussion on Mr. Wentworth’s “What 
College Did to My Religion” (Harvard had 
destroyed it) appeared recently in His. 
Miss Elizabeth Fraenkel gave her testi- 
mony in rebuttal. She was born of Jewish 
parents, leaders in the intellectual life of 
Germany, her father being a scientist 
known in his department in both Europe 
and America. In 1939 the family was 
driven out of Germany. “In England 
I met the Saviour through a sequence 
of events that may well be considered 
miraculous. In spite of parental opposi- 
tion I have held on to my faith through 
four years in a college atmosphere filled 
with skepticism and atheism. 


“IT have had countless discussions with 
people of all walks of life and all de- 
grees of intelligence. It is true that we 
cannot prove God, but why should we? 
If we cannot feel God within us, that 
is, if we have not the Holy Spirit within 
us, we cannot see the light. Unfortunate 
the man whose heart is hardened. 


“I see in Mr. Wentworth’s article the 
typical expression of modern pseudo- 
intellectualism. He speaks of the mod- 
ern generation. There is nothing mod- 
ern about leading a sinful and godless 
life. The most modern book I know is 
the Bible; the mést modern way of life 
I know is the Christian way. Young 
people try to keep up with intellectual 
leaders. There is only one person we 
must try to keep up with—our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


“Anyone who is soft enough to let a 
college professor upset his religious be- 
liefs can never have been too steadfast 
a Christian in his heart. When Chris- 
tiarts in edllege give up their belief be- 
cause they cannot fit modern thinking in 
with it, I think that in more than a few 
eases it is because they cannot justify 
their worldly pleasures before God. That 
is why the power of prayer is lost. Then 
we try to tell oureslves that orthodoxy 
and our intelligence cannot be recon- 
ciled. The final outcome must be dis- 
astrous because the world cannot give 
us anything at all in the end, and Jesus 
can give us everything” (abridged). 


Mr. Rockefeller’s Laymen’s Inquiry 
on foreign missions made a great stir 
in the press of the time, but otherwise 
was unimportant. A committee was 
formed: in Chicago to urge upon the 
churches the conclusions of the Report. 
“Re-Thinking Missions is potential 
leaven,” it explained. “To do effective 
work it must be embedded in the 
thought of the local churches.” A 
national committee with a long list of 
well-known names was formed. Com- 
missioners were appointed to visit the 
major cities of the country, “their ex- 
penses being provided for.” A résumé 
of “the monumental report” was pre- 
pared for laymen by Mr. Stanley High. 
The Modern Mission Movement, de- 
signed to continue the Laymen’s In- 
quiry, applied to sixty-seven mission 








ee a ee ee 


A eT 


ee ae 





906 (6) * 


boards for co-operation. Only five con- 
sented to experiment with it, to three 
of which Mr. Rockefeller had been a 
contributor. 


A year passed; nothing happened. The 
project was treated by the Christian pub- 
lic with complete indifference. World 
Christianity, its organ, suspended pub- 
lication for lack of financial support! 
The more probable explanation is that 
nobody cared to read it. 


An interesting sequel has at this late 
day appeared. Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, 
president of Union Theological Sem- 
inary, has gathered from all points of 
the war compass the observations of 
soldiers and other laymen on missions 
as they have come across them. This 
has: now been published by Scribners 
under the title, “They Found the Church 
There.” In the concluding chapter Dr. 
Van Dusen makes this statement: 


. “Just fifteen years ago a small group 
of wealthy American philanthropists de- 
vised and financed an elaborate ‘Lay- 
men’s Inquiry’ into certain areas of mis- 
sionary work in India, China, and Japan. 
Their report, “Re-Thinking Missions,” 
‘conveyed the impression that there were 
a few, probably a very few, individual 
instances of Christian work abroad 
which merited continuance, but that mis- 
sions by and large were of dubious 
value. Today another Laymen’s Inquiry 
is in process. It embraces the whole 
world. It is fortuitous, not carefully 
organized. It is being conducted not 
by -college professors and scholars but 
by hard-bitten soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
and marines of the nation.” The book 
gives their conclusions and they are 
very different from those of the earlier 
survey. 


Captain Alfred T. Mahan, famous 
American authority on sea strategy, in 
recounting his conversion, remarked on 
the prevalent tendency in church life 
to minimize personal piety as against 
outward activities. He speaks of “the 
indifferent contempt which is expressed 
for a man who is trying to save his own 
soul.” 


“And yet what is man’s soul?” he asks. 
“It is the one thing inexpressibly dear 
to God, for which He was content to 
give His Son. The remedy for present 
conditions is the restoration of personal 
teligion to that primary place in the 
Christian economy which it has momen- 
tarily lost, and the relegation to their 
subordinate consideration of all those 
external works which have usurped its 
place. 

“I happened one weekday in Lent into 
a church in Boston. The preacher—I 
have never known his name — interested 
me throughout. But one phrase has re- 
mained, “Thou shalt call his name Jesus, 
for he shall save his people from their 
sins” Almost the first words of the first 
Gospel! I had seen them for years, but 
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at last perceived them. Scales seemed 
to fall from my eyes, and. I began to 
see Jesus Christ and life as I had never 
seen them before. I was then about 
thirty. Personal religion is but the co- 
operation of man’s will with the power 
of Jesus Christ, that man’s soul, man’s 
whole being, may be saved. Not for 
his own profit chiefly, but that he may 
lay it thus redeemed, thus exalted, at the 
feet of Him who loved him and gave 
Himself for him.” 


Canon Peter Green, of Manchester 
(England), says: “My best beloved 
teacher, Dr. Joseph Watson, of Cam- 
bridge, said to me when I left college, 
*You are as near the beginning of your 
ministry as I near the end of mine. 
Preach two things, man’s sin and God’s 
love. They are the two arms of the 
cross! Talk of them, and you will never 
lack a hearer.” 


Mr, Lasse, of the Africa Inland Mis- 
sion, found that in and about Stanley- 
ville fifteen per cent of the native troops 
were Protestants and forty per cent of 
the officers. The unsolicited testimony 
of a European officer was, “Your Prot- 
estant officer is first of all obedient — 
prompt and exemplary in his obedience 
to his superior officer. Then he is hon- 
est. When something goes wrong in the 
military camp and the officer of the day 
wants to know the facts—all the facts 
—he calls a Protestant officer and gets 
them. His sobriety is proverbial in the 
Forces. He does not carouse at the first 
opportunity, making himself useless for 
duty the next day. Nor does le cater 
to camp followers.” This is the frequent 
witness of Belgian army officers. 


I recently came across some notes on 
hymns in Japan which might well .be 
read in connection with the terrible 
things that are happening in that land. 
Buddhist hymns are really dirges, and 
therein express the inmost character of 
Buddhism. This makes Christian hymns 
with their hopefulness peculiarly attrac- 
tive to the Japanese. “God be with you 
till we meet again” is a great favorite. “It 
is an experience to hear a large company 
of Christians sing this hymn of faréwell 
at a station or a pier. On one occasion,” 
says a writer in the Outlook of Missions, 
“I heard a group of several hundred 
Christians sing it while a small steamer 
was Carrying a friend to another island. 
As the day was very quiet, their voices 
floated off to a great distance and at- 
tracted much attention. Hundreds of 
fishermen stopped work to listen; the 
crews of a half dozen steamers lined the 
rails. Dock workers, transients, in fact, 
everybody within hearing, a thousand or 
so, left everything to see and hear. 

“In the city where I live the young 
people on Christmas morning sing carols 
on the street, Joy to the World’ and 
‘Stille Nacht’ being their favorites. They 
walk through deep snow and sing these 
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lovely hymns in harmony as well as we 
can. It is impossible to exaggerate the 
effect of hymn-singing on non-Christian 
Japan Many conversions result. I 
know an illiterate and near-drunkard 
who was saved by the hymn ‘Lord Jesus, 
I long to be perfectly whole.” He could 
never hear it without tears. Another 
was a woman of fine culture and breed- 
ing who, as a girl, had heard hymns 
sung in a neighboring mission of the 
Friends. She bought a hymnbook, 
learned to sing the hymns, and before 
very long, was a Christian. ‘The writer 
in his evangelistic work carries hymns 
written on large linen cloths which he 
hangs up and teaches the children to 
sing. When he returns to a place he 
finds that everybody in the hamlet is 
singing them.” 


Brief Notes 


General Hugh Gough was one of Ire- 
land’s most distinguished soldiers, prom- 
inent in the Peninsular War and Com- 
mander-in-Chief in India when the Sikhs 
and Mahrattas were subdued. A fine 
equestrian statue of him stands at the 
entrance to Phoenix Park, Dublin. 
Though born in Limerick of a long line 
of Irish ancestors, he was a Protestant. 
On Christmas Eve last, Irish Catholies 
cut off the head of the statue with hack- 
saws and carried it away. 


Southern Baptists have established 
twenty-eight hospitals and two are build- 
ing. They are faithful to the Gospel. 
The Northern Baptist machine is mod- 
ernist and “social” in its pronounce- 
ments. It has three hospitals and two 
schools of nursing. Three of these five 
units owe their existence to evangeli- 
cal Baptists and possibly the others do 
also. The “social gospel” is the son who 
said, “I go” and went not! 


‘ The American Committee for the 


Evangelization of the Greeks is carry- . 


ing on relief work in Greece. The need 
is great. “A little starving child was 
brought to a hospital for treatment, and 
on arrival the nurse gave him milk to 
drink. Before lifting the glass the Jittle 
fellow asked anxiously, ‘How deep may 
I drink, Miss?’ He could hardly believe 
when told to drink all!” 


Courageous Spanish Evangelicals, for- 
bidden to use the press, are sending out 
reading matter of six different kinds, 
which they prepare with cyclostyles 
from as many centers, One is.in the 
form of a monthly sermon with a few 
news notes and has been running for 
two years; another is a circular letter; 
a third is called the Bible Searcher. 
There are twenty-five million people in 
Spain, to whom the Bible is an unknown 
book. 


The Assemblies of God raise a million 
a year for missions. They have recently 
purchased the first of a proposed fleet 
of missionary planes. 
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LESSON 9. DECEMBER 2. THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS ECONOMIC RELATIONS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Deuteronomy 8:17, 18; Psalm 50:7-11; Malachi 3:8-10; Luke 12:13-21, 18: 18-24, 
Acts 2:41-47; James 2:15, 16; 5:1-6; printed text, Deuteronomy 8:17, 18; Luke 12:13-2 


Golden Text.—A man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.—Luke 12:15 


King James VERSION : 
Deut. 8:17 And thou say in thine heart, My power and the 
might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. 
18 But thou shalt remember the Lorp thy God: for it is he 
that giveth the power to get wealth, that he may establish his 
covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. 


Luke 12:13 And one of the company said unto him, Master, 
speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. 

14 And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a 
divider over you? 

15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covet- 
ousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth. 

16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of 


a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 


17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, 
because I have no reom where to bestow my fruits? 

18 And he said, This wil I do: I will pull down my barns, 
and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and 
my goods. 

19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid 
up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 

20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which 
thou hast provided? 

21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich toward God. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole - 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


principle laid down for the 

] Christian’s guidance in Romans 8:4 
is of all-importance as we eonsider 
what God expects of believers now, in 
the light of both the Old and New Tes- 
tament Scriptures on which the present 
lesson is based. We are told “that the 
righteousness [or righteous require- 
ment] of the law might be fulfilled in 
us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit.” Of old, God gave His 
earthly. people a code of laws, designed 
to keep them in the paths of upright- 
ness and integrity. The Christian is not 
under law, but under grace. This, how- 
ever, does not mean that he is to be 
lawless and free to use his liberty as 
an “occasion to the flesh” (Gal. 5:13). 
It is the very opposite, He is freed from 
sin’s dominion in order that he may 
serve the Lord Jesus, who has redeemed 
him, in happy, joyous subjection to the 
Word of God. “He that doeth right- 
eousness is righteous, even as he is right- 
eous” (1 John 3:7). Consequently, the 
Christian is called to live unselfishly, 
seeking the good of his fellow men and 
not putting his own interests first (Rom. 
13:8; Gal. 6:10). Everything we possess 
has been entrusted to us by God in order 


that we may use it for His glory. It is 


He who “giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17), and we are there- 
fore right in using a part of His bounty 
for our own well-being and legitimate 
pleasure, but we are to count it both our 
privilege and our responsibility to share 
what we can with others, that they, too, 
May recognize God’s goodness as seen 
in our benevolence and practical con- 
sideration of the needs and the rights of 
others (Phil. 2:4). 


The Historical Setting 


It was while Israel were encamped in 
the plains of Moab, after their forty 
years’ wanderings in the wilderness, that 
Moses gave. them the instruction con- 
tained in the Book of Deuteronomy. 
This was about 1450 B.C. The story of 
the rich fool was related by our Lord 
to a group of hearers in Galilee in the 
latter part of the first year of His public 
ministry. 


Verse by Verse 


Deut. 8:17.—‘My power and the might 
of mine hand hath gotten me this 
wealth.” Moses warned Israel not to 
become complacent and _ self-satisfied 
when established in the land of Canaan. 
They were to be careful not to take 
to themselves the credit for having ob- 
tained so goodly a heritage. It was not 
their own ability that had enabled them 
to dispossess the ungodly nations of Ca- 
naan and to occupy their cities and fields 
in their stead. In themselves they could 
never have accomplished this. 


Verse 18.—“Remember the Lord thy 


God: it is he that giveth thee power to 
get wealth.” They were exhorted never 
to forget that it was God alone who had 
subdued their enemies before them and 
enriched them according to the covenant 
made in sovereign grace between Him- 
self and Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. So 
it is with all our temporal mercies. All 
come from Him, and it is as we realize 
this that we shall use them aright, 


Luke 12:13—‘“Master, speak to my 
brother, that he divide the inheritance 
with me.” It was a request on the part 
of one who felt he was not being treated 
fairly, for the Lord Jesus Christ to in- 
terfere in a family quarrel. The speaker 
evidently thought his brother would be 
inclined to heed an admonition from 
Jesus, so he hoped thereby to obtain 


a larger portion of what he considered 
his rightful inheritance. 


Verse 14—“Who made me a judge or 
a divider over you?” Thé Lord Jesus 
refused to adjudicate in a matter of this 
kind. He saw into the heart of the com- 
plainant and detected the love of gain 
which was behind the apparently inno- 
cent request. 


Verse 15.—“Beware of covetousness.” 
The law definitely forbids this sin, which 
is, however, latent in every human heart 
(Rom. 7:7-13). It is a mistake to sup- 
pose we can ever be satisfied with 
earthly treasure. Life does not consist 
in the accumulation ®f money or of the 
things that money can buy. 


Verse 16.—“The ground of a certain 
rich man brought forth plentifully.” The 
Lord Jesus told a story to illustrate the 
folly of trying to satisfy the soul with 
temporal prosperity or worldly gain. He 
pictured a man so wealthy that what he 
might afterward obtain would be a 
superfluity, yet this man still craved for 
more ! : : 

Verse 17.—“I have no room where to 
bestow my fruits.” The thought of shar- 
ing his abundance with his less fortunate 
neighbors never occurred to this man. 
He was utterly selfish and thought only 
of personal prosperity. 

Verse 18.—“I will pull down my barns, 
and build greater.” All his plans were 
for his own comfort and enjoyment. He 
considered no expense too great so long 
as it ministered to the happiness of his 
own covetous heart. 

Verse 19.—“Take thine ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry.” Alreatly he visualized 
his new barns and storehouses filled to 
overflowing with what he fancied would 
supply not only his needs, but all his 
selfish desires for many years to come. 
He would be independent of God and of 
surrounding circumstances. Let come 
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what might to others, he would feather 
his own nest, as we say, and would be 
provided for, no matter how they migh 
suffer. 


Verse 20.—“But God.” How often these 
two words come in to upset all. human 
ideas and all men’s plans! “God said 
. » « Thou fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee: then whose. shall 
those things be, which thou hast pro- 
vided?” He knew not that while he 
was making all his selfish plans, death 
was reaching for his heartstrings. He 
had’planned for a long and comfortable 
life, but had made no provision for eter- 
nity. 


Verse 21—“So is he that layeth up 


treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God.” No man is rich toward 
God who ignores his Creator. He who 
turns to God in repentance and faith 
and orders his life according to the 
teaching and example of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, living unselfishly, ministering to 
the needy, sharing God’s good gifts with 
his neighbor —this is the man who ac- 
cumulates treasure in Heaven. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


True satisfaction can never be found 
in worldly treasures. The happiest peo- 
ple on earth are those who hold all they 
possess as a trust from God, to be ad- 
ministered as He directs, for the blessing 
of mankind. We lay up treasure above 
as we disperse our wealth for or share 
our blessings with others. This was the 
life that Jesus lived (Matt. 20:28) and 
He has left us an example, that we 
should follow in His steps (1 Pet. 2:21). 


Lesson Outline , 
Tue Ricut Attrrupe Towarp WEALTH 
1. Regard all as from God (Deut. 8:7, 8) 
2. His favor cannot be bought (Psa. 50: 
7-11) 

3. We may honor Him with our means 
(Mal, 3:8-10) 

4. He who thinks only of self loses all 
(Luke 12: 13-21) 

5. The use of wealth becomes a test of 
discipleship (Luke 18: 18-24): 

6. Generosity an evidence of grace in the 
heart (Acts 2: 41-47) 

7. True faith works by love (Jas. 2:15, 
16) 

8. Obedience to God the cure for all 
economic ills (chap. 5: 1-6) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
What is the Sin of Covetousness? It 
is the unwholesomie desire to accumulate 
just for the sake of possessing. To make 
proper provision for the welfare of our-: 
selves and those dependent upon us is 
not only right, but obligatory (1 Tim. 
5:8). But the love of money for its own 
sake is a grievous sin and becomes a root 
upon which every other evil may be 
grafted (chap. 6:10). Note that in this 
verse a better rendering is “a root,” 
rather than “the root.” Where covetous- 
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Last Week's Lessen 
8 November 25.—Christians Working 
Together in’ the Community. Mat- 
thew 25:37-40; John 17; Acts 15: 
1-36; Philippians 2:12-18 
Next Week's Lesson 
10. December 9.—The Christian’s Place 
in the Life of His Nation. (Tem- 
perance Lesson.) Matthew 5; 1 
Timothy 2:1-4; Titus 3/1-8; 1 Peter 2:1-1!7 


aa 
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to which one may not be exposed in 
order to gratify the inordinate ambition 
to obtain greater wealth. 


Summaries and Applications 


If you are not certain whether you ate 
becoming dominated by the love of 
money, try giving some of it away and 
see whether it hurts or not! 

It is only as we understand the stew- 
ardship of wealth and use the means we 
do not~-need ourselves in doing good to 
others that we get the most pleasure 
out of our treasure. 

When we realize that all we possess 
was entrusted to us by God to use for 
His glory, we shall be delivered from 
selfishness. 


When covetousness grips the soul there 
can never be satisfaction. ‘There will 
always be the desire for more, and so 
the effort to accumulate. 

When the love of God is shed abroad 
in the heart by the Holy Spirit, we will 
welcome every opportunity to share 
what we have with others, and, so far 
as we can, to do good unto all men. 

Cuicaco. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
HO decides whether a man will be 
rich or poor? Give Scripture: 


2. Have I, as,a Christian, a right 
te do what I will with my own? Explain. 


3. What is the sin of covetousness? 


4. Why do men want to !ay up great 
wealth? 


5. What mistake did the rich fool make? 


6. How can I best use the means en- 
etrusted to me by God? 


7. What is the only money that cannot 
be taken away from us? 


8. Should a Christian put all of his tithe 
into the local church? 


(Answers on page 912) 
+ 4 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M, Olson 


“My power and the might of mine 
hand hath gotten me this wealth” (Deut. 
8:17). —Father was a contractor and 
builder in the city ot Chicago.. He was 
a man of God, and had the good habit 
of giving God thanks for his food, even 
in the presence of ungodly workmen. 

One day a workman asked him, “Why 
de you give God thanks for your food 


ness controls the heart there is no sin when it is your own wisdom and 
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strength that enable you to earn the 
money with which to purchase food, 
clothing, and shelter?” 

Father answered: “Because it is the 
Lord who has given me life and breath 
and endowed me with all the faculties I 
possess. Were it not for the good hand 
of my God upon me I might be an idiot 
unable to think properly, or an invalid 
unable to exercise my muscles.” 

The workman was silenced save to 
say, “There is a lot of reason in what 
you have just said.” 

There is an unholy tendency latent in 
fallen human nature to laud self at God’s 
expense. 

The reason the Lord drastically re- 
duced Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 300 
men is given in His own words, “Lest 
Israel vaunt themselves against me, say- 
ing, Mine own hand hath saved me” 
(Judges 7:2). 

The reason King Nebuchadnezzar 
passed through the humiliating experi- 
ence of being deposed and driven from 
men and having his dwelling with the 
béasts of the field was because he said, 
“Is not this great Babylon, that I have 
built for the house of the kingdom by the 
might of my power, and for the honour 
of my majesty?” (Dan. 4:30.) 

The reason King Herod was summarily 
smitten, and died a horrible death was 
“because he gave not God the glory” 
when the people gave a shout, saying, 
“It is the voice of a god, and not of a 
man,” after listening to his oration. (See 
Acts 12: 20-23.) 

How necessary it is for us to pay spe- 
cial heed to the exhortation, “Giving 
thanks always for all things unto God 
and the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20). 2 


“Remember the Lord thy God: for it 
is he that giveth thee power to get 
weulth” (Deut. 8:18).—This has an appli- 
cation to us, but its interpretation is 
to Israel as is apparent from the words 
which follow, “That he may establish 
his covenant which he sware unto thy 
fathers, as it is this day.” 

Whenever we hear worldlings speak 
of that which they call the “uncanny 
ability of Jews to succeed where Gen- 
tiles would starve,” we must not — and 
Jews should not—forget these words, 
“Remember the Lord thy God: for it 
is he that giveth thee power to get 
wealth.” 

The wealth possessed by Jews should 
have the tendency to make them pro- 
foundly thankful to Him who has given 
them the power to get wealth; and it 
should also make them eager to accept 
the unspeakable gift of God’s love, the 
Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ in whom 
they would be blessed with every spir- 
itual blessing in the heavenlies —and_-be 
made eternally rich through His. pov- 
erty (2 Cor. 8:9). 


“Man, who made me a judge or a 
divider over you?” (Luke 12:14).—What 














Lesson for December 2 


a word ‘is this for the advocates of a 
“social gospel”! And what a rebuke 
it is to those who imagine, and teach, 
that the Lord’s mission was to see to it 
that there was “an equal distribution of 
the wealth of the world to all”! 

Here the Lord makes it transparently 
clear that no one constituted Him an 
Arbitrator over men’s possessions ! 


“Beware of covetousness” (v. 15).— 
This warning makes it plain that He saw 
as much covetousness in the one who 
desired the division of the inheritance 
as He did in the one who wished to re- 
tain the inheritance. 

The Lord’s mission, according to. His 
own words was “to seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 

Those who put their faith in Him as 
Saviour and Lord are begotien unto a 
living hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead to “an in- 
heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven” for them (1 Pet. 1:3, 4). 


“So is he that layeth up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich toward God” 
(v. 21).—The Lord Jesus did not hesitate 
to draw a moral from a parable or make 
an application from an incident. For ex- 
ample, in this parable of the “rich fool” 
the Lord definitely said, “So [foolish] is 
he that layeth up treaSure for himself 
and is not rich toward God.” 

How foolish to allow this world’s 
riches to engross one’s time and thought 
to the point where one is poor toward 
God! 

How wise to be “rich in faith” (Jas. 
2:5), and “rich in good works” (1 Tim. 
6:18). toward Him, who is “rich unto all 
that call upon him’! (Rom. 10:12.) 

As the hymn writer has expressed it: 

We lose what on ourselves we spend, 

We have as treasure without end 


Whatever, Lord, to Thee we lend, 
Who givest all. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


What Belongs to Me 
(Luke 18:18-24) 


ODAY we are learning something 

about “me” and “mine.” One of the 
first words little children learn to use 
is “mine,” and how quickly they resent 
any trespassing on their territory! Even 
before they can say “mine,” they know 
what possession means. (For the flannel 
board, you can still use the boy and 
girl you used last month.) 

My small granddaughter, only sixteen 
months old, shouts loudly if one of her 
brothers takes a plaything out of the 
playpen. Some children are much more 
possessive than others, and what a task 
the mother has to teach them to share 
their things! 
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And right there is the. trouble. Too 
many parents shirk this task. Too many 
adults in stature are still. children in 
mental and. spiritual growth. We find 
too many men and women who howl 
because somebody trespassed: on their 
territory, too many Christians who .can- 
not get on with each other because they 
have never learned to let somebody else 
have equal rights with themselves. 

When they are little, the quarrels are. 


over “my toys, my bicycle, my football, | 


my things.” As they grow up, it be- 
"comes “my way, my rights, my place 
of honor,” and so on. It is the same old 
story of “me” and “mine.” 

If only children. could learn early that 
all things come from God, and they are 
ours only to use, and should be used for 


Him, it would do away with much of the . 


selfishness we see about us. 

If adults would récognize that. only’as 
God allows them to do things, are they. 
able to earn money, or gain any coveted 
honor, they would not be so sure of 
their absolute possession of these things. 
We have talked too much about things 
in America; we have magnified our pos- 
sessions until they are of far too much 
importance. If we had lost all our 
earthly possessions, as sO many’in other 
lands have, we would have a better sense 
of values. 


Ls 
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Then sometimes our desire for posses- 
sion of things leads us to take things 
that are not ours, the plain ugly thing 
called stealing. Children often steal 
because of the lack of things that others 
possess. They covet first; then take. 

Make -a little chart for your board 
something like this: 

MINE 
God gave it to me 
To share with others 
To use for Him. 


And. some day every one of us must 
account to Him for the use we made of 
the things we called “mine.” 
Quiz 

Who is the Giver of everything we have? 
Why does God give us so many things? 
What should we do with our things? 
Have you any right to take things that 

belong to somebody else? 
. Who is. going to ask us some day how 

we used our things? 

Movesto, CALIF. 


- Pepe 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day -School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


What Belongs to Me 
(Luke 18:18-24) 


AVE a pupil prepared to illustrate 

with you the child’s actions in the 
following little story, using a vase or 
pitcher into which the child’s hand just 
fits when extended, but from which it 
cannot be withdrawn when doubled up 
and holding five pennies. Have you 
heard about the boy who couldn't get 
his hand out of a vase like this? He 
pulled and pulled and pulled (action 
with the fist doubled up), but still he 
was stuck tight in the vase.’ His father 
pulled on the vase (action), but that 
didn’t do any good. “Are your fingers 
pointing straight toward the bottom of 
the vase?” Father asked. “Why, no,” 
the boy replied, “if they did, I’d drop 
the five pennies I found in the vase.” 
“It would be better,” said Father, “to 
Tet go of the pennies and get your hand 
out of the vase.” “But I want the pen- 
nies !” exclaimed the child, almost cry- 
ing. But he finally dropped the pennies, 
and then his hand came out just as easy 
as/could be (action) ! 


" Once there was a grown-up young man 
who wouldn’t give up his money. He 
wanted to be a Christian and have eter- 
nal life. He was a very good young 
man. He said he had never killed any- 
body, he didn’t steal, he didn’t tell lies, 
he was respectful to his fathér and 
mother. But the Lord said one thing 
more was necessary. He must sell all 
his possessions and give the money to 
poor people. That would give him treas- 
ure in Heaven. Then he could follow 
the Lord. That was too much for this 
good young man. He was very rich. 
He just couldn’t think of giving up all 
his money and the good things he could 
get for himself with it. Sadly he turned 
away. Sadly the Lord Jesus watched 
him leave, for He loved him and wanted 
him for one of His disciples. 


Whose was that money anyway? Was 
it the rich young man’s? Was it the 
Lord Jesus’ money, that He should tell 
what to do with it? Here is some money 
(show it) that was paid me last week 


for work I did. Does it belong to, me?, 


Perhaps you will be surprised at what 
the Bible says about it. Haggai 2:8 says 
the gold and silver belong to God. After 
it is made into coins it still belongs to 
God. He just lets us use it—and the 
paper money we use in place of it.; But 
yet I worked and earned this money, 
so perhaps it really is all mine now. 
But Deuteronomy 8:17, 18 says God gave 
me the strength to work. So that’s His, 
too! 


And He asks for one-tenth of the 
money back for use in His work (Mal. 
3:8-10). But I know He likes us Chris- 
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tians to give Him even more —remem- 
ber what Barnabas and some of the early 
Jerusalem Christians did? (Acts 4:34- 
37.) And later what did the Antioch 
Christians do when their Jewish brothers 
were starving from a famine? (Acts 11: 
29, 30.) What are you going to do with 
some of the money God has given you, 
now when so many people are starving 
in other lands? “God loveth a cheerful 
giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). 


I think you can explain now what this 
prayer verse means which we will use 
as you bring your offerings each Sunday. 
“All things come of thee, and of thine 
own have we given thee” (1 Chron. 29: 
14, Memory Verse). A silver arrow with 
the word, “Money,” and the reference 
of the Memory Verse will be our re- 
minder that we owe some of it to God. 
Where should we place this arrow on 
our chart? 


Bucxsrort, MAINe. 
ue 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


EARNING AND SPENDING TO THE 
Guory or Gop 


NLY as we offer ourselves unre- 

servedly to the Lord can our lives 
be used with profit. Only as we sur- 
render. our money and possessions to 
Him, can the work of His Kingdom be 
carried on efficiently. It may not take 
much for the Lord’s work to get started. 
Even a penny given by a child in our 
Sunday. school may buy the Gospel of 
John that leads to the salvation of a 
little Indian boy. He, in turn, may be- 
come an evangelist amang his people, 
winning many to the Lord. 


should we present our money to 

? Discuss the following points. Do 
you disagree with any of them? Are 
you acting as though you believe them? 


God could work by Himself, but He 
has chosen to carry on the advancement 
of His Kingdom through people (John 
15: 16). 


People, in order to live well, need 
money (Prov. 31:10-31). 


The advancement of God’s work re- 
quires money (Mal. 3:8-10). 


God gives us the power to earn and 
spend for our own well-being (Deut. 
8:17, 18). 

God gives us the power to earn so 
that we may use part of our resources 
to help His Kingdom grow (1 Cor. 16:2). 

Some part of God’s work will be neg- 
lected if we do not give (Luke 12: 13-21; 
18: 18-24). 

To illustrate this picture of giving, 
draw ten small blocks across the top 
of a chart, representing ten people who 
earn $1,000 each, or a total of $10,000 a 
year. Below this row of blocks draw 


November 17, 1945 


a single block representing some Chris- 
tian activity—a church, mission, Bible 
distribution program, or child evange- 
lism. Let us say that this enterprise 
will take approximately $1,000 a year. 
If each person who earns $1,000 gives 
one-tenth, or $100, the project can be 
carried on. If one person fails, there 
will only be $900 for the $1,000 activity 
unless some of the other people become 
burdened with the need, and make up 
the difference. (Write the figures on the 
chart as you mention them.) 


Now, these ten people may not want 
to give all their tithe to one project. By 
distributing their offerings to a num- 
ber of causes they can help many Chris- 
tian workers in small ways. Also, their 
own desire to serve, their understanding 
and appreciation of Christian workers, 
and their prayer interests will be en- 
larged (Isa. 54:2). In case these ten 
people did not support the $1,000 project 
alone, the Lord would no doubt lay the 
balance of the amount upon some other 
hearts. 


Unless we invest. our money in God’s 
place for it, it will be in the wrong 
place ! 


What was the trouble with the rich 
man in Luke 12? No great cause was 
blessed by his resources, and the man 
himself had no inheritance waiting for 
him in God’s Kingdom. God may not 
have wanted this farmer to give up his 
entire business, for he may have been 
the kind of businessman whose talents 
to make money could have been used 
mightily to glorify God and expand His 
work. 


On the other hand, the Lord did ask 
the “certain ruler” in Luke 18 to give up 
all he had. This man, in contrast with 
the other, was called upon to live by 
faith, and trust in God to supply 
his needs as they would arise. Both 
men failed, and as a result, some phase 
of God’s work must have suffered. In 
these two stories God’s work lacked both 
the money and the. man, for we must 
remember that the Lord has chosen to 
use people and their material resources 
to extend His work! 

“The Lord hasn’t called me to be a 
missionary,” said a young boy at a Bible 
conference. “J believe I'll go into the 
grocery business with my dad.” 

“Oh, has the Lord called you to serve 
Him by earning money as a grocer?” 
asked a friend. 

The boy considered this challenge, and 
that night he went to the altar to offer 
his life for service on the mission field. 
His response calls for someone else to 
work as Christian business partner to 
pay his way. 

God wants your money and your life, 
and will show you where each can be 
used. 


Awpauen, CaLir. 
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The Illustration Round Table 

Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 

and a the oe upon we 
Tiustrations accepted may be had 

oie eae, & Be os, 

on . an or the ome. 
Fibtretions must reach the Times 

months in advance of the lesson, and should 


not be from earlier me on Round 
Tables.” SS ae 


SB - sho readers are asked to 
fimit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Nothin’ to Worry "Bout—A man’s life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth (Luke 12:15, 
Golden Text). A Negro washerwoman 
who had a very happy disposition was 
a constant source of surprise to her em- 
ployer. She was never in the dumps. 
She never had any despondent spells, 
but was always rejoicing in the Lord. 
She was a very poor woman. She lived 
in two,small rooms with almost no furni- 
ture or comforts of any kind, yet at 
the age of fifty-nine she was quite happy 
and contented. One evening her master 
said, “Jack [her name was Mrs. Jack- 
son], what makes you so happy all the 
time? I never see you in the dumps. I 
never see you crying over anything. 
What is the secret of your constant 
joy?” Her reply was wonderful. We 
may all learn a lesson from it. She said: 
“T has no méney to lose, so I never ‘worry 
‘bout losing nothin’. What little furni- 
ture I has at home has all been given 
to the Lord, so if it gets stole or burned 
up, the Lord done burned up His own 
stuff. He never burned up nothin’ of 
mine. And then I has a big, healthy 
body, and if I gets sick and dies, I’se 
going right to be with Jesus, so I never 
worry ’bout that. I'd just as soon that 
would come. ‘So, you see, I haven't 
nothin’ to worry "bout, so I just sings.” 
—From Bible Expositor and Illuminator. 
Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y. Prize illustration, 


Strange Poverty—A man’s life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth (Luke 12:15, Golden 
Text). A Swedish writer tells of a farmer 
whose thoughts took living shapes of 
gold and silver, coins, banks and barns, 
grains of wheat and corn, cows and pigs. 
These forms clouded his mind, hiding 
the beauty of the landscape. When he 
sat down to read, they settled like bees 
on the paper, allowing him to read only 
the market report and the price of cows. 
Just a fancy? Yes, but based on a subtle 
psychological fact. If we are to own 
money and not allow it to own us, we 
must have a rich soul, else we soon be- 
come victims of a strange poverty. The 
late Robert Horton said the greatest les. 
son he learned from life was that peo- 
ple who set their minds and hearts on 
money are equally disappointed whether 
they get it or whether they don’t. It 
binds alike the poor who crave money 
and the rich who make it their god.— 
From the Quiet Hour. Sent by Helen 
Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


* accept my stewardship.” 
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The Vital Connection.—Thou shalt re« 
member. the Lord thy God: for it is he 
that giveth thee power to get wealth 
(Deut. 8:18). One day when the late 
Doctor Truett was preaching to the cat- 
tlemen in the Southwest, a ranchman 
came to him at the close of the sermon 
and said: “I never knew until you 
preached today that the ranch land and 
thousands of cattle; that I have called 
mine, are not really mine, but that they 
belong to Christ, and that I am simply 
His steward. Never until today did I 
know that. I have not been a Christian 
long, and I don’t know much about what 
Christ expects of me. I want you to 
bow down here,” said he, “and tell Christ 
for me that I will take my place, I will 
Doctor Truett 
then prayed, and the ranchman, as soon 
as he could control his emotions, ended 
his prayer thus: “Master, am I not now 
in a position to give my son to you 
along with all else? I do give him to 
you. Save him for your glory.” That 
night a spiritual atmosphere was pres- 
ent, and before the preacher was half- 
way through his message, a young man 
on the outskirts of the great crowd rose 
up and said, “I cannot wait until that 
man is done with his sermon to tell you 
that I have found the Lord.” He was 
the ranchman’s son. “Do you doubt,” 
says this discerning pastor, “that there 
was a vital connection between the right 
relation of that ranchman to Jesus Christ 
and the homecoming of his son?”—From 
the Sunday School World. Sent by 
Ruth B. McDowell, Schenectady, N. Y. 


Our Five Per Cent—But thou shalt 
remember the Lord thy God: for it is 
he that giveth thee power to get wealth 
(Deut. 8:18). A farmer one fall brought 
in a beautiful ear of corn, and showing 
it to his wife said, “A man deserves 
some credit for raising corn like that.” 
Thought the corn: “God gave him the 
soil to start with, and gave health to 
him and life to the seed, and while the 
farmer tended us intermittently, God 
never ceased his care. He taught my 
rootlets to push down and get life out 
of the soil. He guided my sprouts up- 
ward and to breathe in the air. He gave 
the sunshine and dew and rain and 
sent the wind to help me pollinize 
every growing kernel. In due time 
every kernel filled with milk and he 
changed my color to gold to show how 
he loved and cared for me.” A famous 
teacher of agriculture has figured out 
that man does only about five per cent 
of the work on an ear of corn like that, 
and that God does ninety-five per cent, 
So it is with wheat, or oats, or clover, 
or potatoes, or any other product of 
the soil—From the United Presbyterian. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Murray, Nebr. 


The “Satisfied” Man—Take heed, and 
beware of. covetousness (Luke 12:15). 
A Quaker, in order to impress a lesson 


* direction. 
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upon his neighbors, put up a sign on a 
vacant piece of ground next to his house, 
which read, “I will give this lot to any- 
one who is really satisfied.” A wealthy 
farmer, as he rode by, read it. Stop- 
ping, he said: “Since my Quaker friend 
is going to give that piece away, I may 
as well have it as anyone else. I am 
rich. I have all I need, so I am able to 
qualify.” He went up to the door, and 
when the aged Friend appeared, ex- 
plained why he had come. “And is thee 
really satisfied?” asked the owner of the 
lot. “I surely am,” was the reply. “I 
have all I need, and am well satisfied.” 
“Friend,” said the other, “if thee is sat- 
isfied, what does thee want with my 
lot?” The question revealed the covet- 
ousness that was hidden in the heart.— 


From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. Robert Vining, Piedmont, 
W. Va. 


Flowery Traps.—So is he that layeth 
up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God (Luke 12:21). A traveler 
tells of a peculiar experience that hap- 
pened to him as he voyaged on the coast 
of South America. While his ship lay 
at. anchor it became lily-bound. The 
growth of vegetation in that climate 
is very rapid, and during a few calm 
days the vessel became the center of 
a great floating island of beautiful lilies. 
But the beauty was soon forgotten in the 
danger. ‘They accumulated so rapidly 
that the chains became entangled, and 
yielding to the flow of the tide, the 
flowery mass caused the vessel to drag 
her anchor, and to drift in a wrong 
Eventually the crew had a 
long and tedious task with cutlasses and 

atchets to release their ship from the 
imprisoning flowers—a picture of the 
embarrassing effect of eminent success. 
How often has an accumulation of the 
gay and golden flowers of opulence and 
pleasure accounted for the fatal drifting 
of noble lives!—From Dr. Watkinson. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 


What His Money Bought.—So is he 
that. layeth up treasure for himself, 
and is not rick toward God (Luke 12: 
21). It is recorded of one of America’s 
richest men, that before he died he said 
to a friend: “I don’t see what good it 


“does me—all this money that you say 


is mine. I can’t eat it, I can’t spend it, 
in fact, I never saw it, and never had 
it in my hands for a moment. I dress 
no better than my private secretary, 
and cannot eat as much as my coachman. 
I live in a big servants’ boarding house, 
am bothered to death by beggars, have 
dyspepsia, cannot drink champagne, and 
most of my money is in the hands of 
others, who use it mainly for their own 
benefit.” This is the testimony of one 
who put his treasure in “a bag with 
holes.”—From the Gospel Herald. Sent 
by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 908) 


1. God decides that (Deut. 8:18; 1 Sam. 
2:7). 

2. All I have belongs to God. I am re- 
sponsible to use it for Him. ; 

3. It is the desire to accumulate money 
or possessions for a selfish purpose. 

4. Generally for security or power, occa- 
sionally because they are misers. 

5. He planned only for time and self and 
forgot eternity, God, and his neighbors. 


6. By seeking prayerfully to glorify God 
with what He entrusts to me. 


7. That given to the Lord — treasure laid 


up in Heaven (Prov. 19:17). 


8. Christians should seek the Lord’s guid- 


ance as to whether or not to divide their 
tithe. Some feel that when the local church 
is using its money in accordance with the 
principles laid down in God’s Word, they 
should give their whole tithe to the church. 
Others feel that the Lord would have 
them divide their tithe among a variety of 
Christian activities. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we thank Thee that in Thy 
Word we find Thy valuation of the riches 
that are above all earthly riches. We 
thank Thee. that the measure of our 
wealth is not in the things that We pos- 
sess. If we have been deprived of earthly 
goods, may we not forget that we still 
may be laying up treasures in Heaven. 
How very earthly our standards are 
when we think of the real values of life ! 
Help us, Lord, to seek first Thy right- 
eousness, knowing that because of Thy» 
love and care, the needful things of 
earth will be provided. May we see the 
reality of spiritual wealth, and may we 
not be misled by empty allurements of 
worldly abundance when Thou hast set 
us in the pathway of self-denial and 
restraint, as touching material gains. We 
ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The money tempta- 
tion is one of the greatest, and many a 
man falls a victim to that temptation 
who has resisted almost every other. 
When you think of the amount of time 
and strength that many of us spend in 
gaining money, as compared with the 
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time that we spend in realizing the bless- 
ings of the spiritual life, it isn’t strange 
that we let the money passion get into 
first place. A man of large affairs, who 


had been very wealthy, but whose © 


wealth has been swept away in the last 
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few years, said one day to a friend: 
“Well, I have lost my fortune. I used 
to give away a good deal of money, but 
I wish that I had given away ten. times 
as much; for what I gave away has not 
been lost, and what I kept I have lost.” 
If we would only think of ourselves as 
trustees or caretakers, and not as owners, 
and remember that we are responsible 
to the Lord for using what we have, 
what a difference that would make in 
sO many ways in our own lives and in 
our economic relations with others! Let 
us ask His guidanée in this important 
matter. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a few days after the 

atomic bomb was dropped on Hiro- 
shima and all the world was still ex- 
citedly discussing it, I shared a seat or 
the train with a stranger. He was an 
intelligent looking man, and when we 
began talking I saw that he was evi- 
dently well educated. The conversation 
was mildly commonplace, both of us in- 
clined to be sociable and friendly; but 
my interest took a sudden rise when to 
my inquiry, “Where is your home?” his 
answer was, “Oak Ridge, Tennessee.” 
He worked there. He had been work- 
ing there the past two years. This was 
the first person I had come in contact 
with who actually had to do with the 
manufacture of the atomic bomb. 

Immediately I squared myself for. any 
information he might be willing to give, 
though I knew he must be under awit 4 
strict orders about talking.- I said to 
him, “I know you have to be ceutious 
in what you say, but I would like to 
ask some questions and you will be the 
judge as to whether or how you will 
answer.” Well, I learned little or noth- 
ing from him about the bomb. He was 
duly careful in his replies. In the first 
place, he knew only about the depart- 
ment he worked in, which was one of 
many. We are told that only two or 
three people know the whole story.. 

I had some pages clipped from a cur- 
rent magazine, showing the whole lay- 
out of Oak Ridge and some of the de- 
partments. He put his finger oa one 
of the latter and said, “I have stood 
right there many times,” but he did -not 
tell me what he did there. He did not 
want to be mean about it, but he surely 
left me as ignorant of the atomic bomb 
as he had found me. And thet was 
quite proper. 

Finally, however, I asked him a ques- 
tion which brought an impressive reply. 
“Just as a general thing, what do’ you 
think will be the ultimate result. of the 
discovery and harnessing of this won- 
derful power?” 

“Well,” he answered very deliberately, 
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“I believe it means the absolute destruc. 
tion of the world.” 

We were both silent for a minute. 

Then I asked him, “Do you think that 
will be soon?” 

“Yes,” he replied, “I believe it will be 
very much sooner than most people 
think.” 

“Possibly in your lifetime?” 

“Yes, quite possibly, even probably.” 

Neither of us spoke for the next two 
minutes. The train was slowing down 
for a stop. 

Then I looked straight at him and 
asked, “Are you a Christian?” 

With his eyes fixed on the back of 
the seat in front of us, he replied, “No, 
sir, I am not.” 

Then I told him it seemed to me that 
he was in a very perilous position, be- 
lieving as he did that all this old world 
had .to offer would soon be vaporized, 
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UNDEFEATED 
By Paul Hutchens 


A tii story of. 2 wounded soldier’s 
return, told in absorbing manner by a 
mas among Christian fiction writers. 
Ev mother and father, eve 3 Tite mf 
sw eart of servicemen w to 
the heroic faith and ~ h-A, MI 
which. enabled Bill and his wife to so 
thro ‘crises in their lives undefeated. 
Beau two-color —o Heart cover 
varnished, 32 axes, vriced 
in the reach of churches for quan- 

tes distribution. 25¢ 


THE FULNESS OF GOD 
By Dr. John H. Cable 


A new_volume on Ephesians, including 
material obtained from extensive research 
and ety b the author for the teaching 
of that book at Moody Le Institute. 
The book introduces about 200 Greek 
transliterations, yet is not over the heads 
of those who do not know Greek. In- 
cludes Bible views on vital subiects of 
our day, such as capital and _ labor, 
divorcee, race ca me: and juvenile de- 
linquency. pages, cloth, $1.50 


The Missionary and Anthropology 
By Gordon Hedderly Smith, F.R.G.S. 


A aeglected ase of missionary educa- 
tion he d of anthropology — the 
4 as he is actually found on 
mission. fields. o> Smith illustrates the 
technical phases of his subject from ex- 
riences as a. missionary in French 
o-China.” Close contact with non- 
civilized tribes taught him the value of 
the. missio: veh he knowing a pee 
customs, ethics, befor 
reaeping, “Ss enenage. This Books should be 
ands of ovees. _— jonary can- 
didate, as well as those o Yar! and 
select “misclonerys. persondel. 160 pages. 
plus 8 A i ee of illustrations by the 
author. 


Piano Transcriptions of Gospel Songs 
By Frederick Hayashi 


Interested friends suggested that the 
author arrange some of the old favorite 
hymns as. simple transcriptions for the 
use of students whe have had limited 
musical trainin Though Mr. Hayashi 
has extremely imited eyesight, God has 
richly endowed him with musical talent. 
By gent cultivation of this talent he 
has established himself as a fine pianist 
and well-grounded musician. . His reper- 
includes the best known classics, 
he excels in the field of hymn tran- 
Bre ptio both as performer and ar- 
ranger. Pages, 9x12 inches. 50c 








By Wilbur M. Smith, 


This message from the prolific pen of the author of Peloubet’s Select Notes was given in embryo 
in the author's Saturday afternoon “Library Chats” over radio stations WMBI and WDLM. 

Further meditation on the subject led to an inner compulsion to set forth what the author believes 
the Word of God has to say about the principle which has been introduced in the creation of the 
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atomic bomb. 32 pages, varnished art cover. - - » 


Christmas Messages 
By the late Dr. George W. Truett 


An ideal gift. Mrs. Truett has gathered in 
this compact and beautiful gift volume the 
last fifteen of Dr. Truett’s messages, sent 
annually by the beloved pastor of the First 
Baptist. Church, Dallas, Texas, to church 
members and friends at the Christmas sea- 
son. These messages depict the joys and 


. sorrows through which the world was pass- 


ing during the period 1929-43. Cloth, with 
Truett photograph as frontispiece, 80 pages. $1 


Born Crucified 
By L. E. Maxwell 


This book touches on the most vital parts 
of the Christian’s daily life. Philip E. How- 
ard, Jr., Editor of The Sunday School Times, 
says of ‘it: “Born Crucified shows Christians 
how to have victory and power in God’s 
service. It is the kind of message sorely 
needed in these days of coldness in the 
church, lawlessnéss in our o land, and 
chaos in the world.” A deeply devotional 
book,. written in an easy-flowing style, it 
will not disappoint the most careful critic 
of style, exposition, or use of illustrative 
material. 192 pages, cloth. $1.75 


‘Plain Talks on Practical Truths 


By Wendell P. Loveless 


Quiet, practical meditations—a book that 
will find a prominent place in the working 
bookshelf of believers. Young Christians will 
find light and encouragement here. Mr. Love- 
less explains plainly and practically matters 
such as prayer, separation and interpreta- 
tion; questions of conduct, dress and amuse- 
ments; doctrinal subjects, such as salvation, 
sanctification, and eternal security. Cloth, 
160 pages. $1.50 


Informative and inspirational books. . . 
order through your religious book store or 
direct from Moody Press. Remit by check, 
draft, or money order. 
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and he having made no provision what- 
ever for eternity. 

The train had stopped and passengers 
were filing by in the aisle to get off. 

He seemed to be thinking; then sud- 
denly he jumped up, saying, “Excuse 
me, I’m getting off here!” and he began 
pulling his bags down from the rack 
above and rushed out of the train. 

As he pushed by my knees, I said, 
“Sorry you are getting off, but you think 
it over, won’t you?” 

He did not promise; he just. said, “So 
long,” -and waved me good-by. 

I fell down on that opportunity” I did 
not think he was getting off so soon. 


.. But, fellows, don’t you hope he did think 


it over seriously and make a wise de- 
cision? 

“I’m getting off here!” and he knew 
he was to get off there and had prepared 


_ for it. He also believes life’s journey is 


coming to a sudden stop, but has made 
no preparation. He has not even as 
much excuse as the rich man in the par- 
able we study today, for that man had 
stretched himself out to enjoy many 
years of luxury and ease. “But God said 
unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul 
shall. be required, of thee: then whose 
shall those things be, which thou hast 
provided?” 
Think it over, fellows. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
“w ‘ 
Recent Archaeological 


Discoveries 
(Continued from page 903) 


tractive exterior on a vessel. However, + 


in the Ras Shamra Tablets, a word is 
found which is made up of the ietters 
found in the words “dross silver,” and 
this Ras Shamra word means “glaze.” 
This is exactly what the context requires, 
and gives the logical rendering, “An 
earthen vessel overlaid with glaze.” 


Tue SumeRtan Story OF PARADISE 


. A new translation of the Sumerian 
Story of Paradise has just been made 
by S. N. Kramer.8 The clay tablet con- 
taining this text was found nearly fifty 
years ago in the excavations of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania at Nippur in 
Mesopotamia. Stephen Langdon, the As- 
syriologist of Oxford, published a trans. 
lation of it thirty years ago (1915), but 
in view of the advances made in the 
study of the Sumerian language, Kramer 
has made this new translation. The tab- 
let was formerly dated earlier than 
2000 B.C., but is now placed a iittle after 
the beginning of the second millennium 
B.C, 

This Sumerian legend tells of the co- 
habitation of the Sumerian god "nki 

*“Enki and Ninhursag, a Sumerian Para-~ 
dise Myth,” Bulletin of the American Schools 
of Oriental Research, Supplementary Studies 
No, 1, Sept, 1945. 
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with the goddess Ninhursag, and his 
subsequent relations with his daughter 
Ninmu, and granddaughter Ninkurra., 
Ninhursag later bore eight plants, which 
were planted in the marshland; Enki 
ate these plants, and incurred the anger 
of Ninhursag, who uttered a curse on 
him. Ninhursag is prevailed upon to 
have pity on Enki, and she bears eight 
different deities, who apparently heal 
the eight parts of his body which are 
ailing. This brief summary is given to 
show the great gulf between the pagan 
legends and the true account of para- 
dise given in the Scriptures. 

Kramer points out some similarities 
between the Sumerian Paradise Story 
and the Biblital record. The watering 
of land with fresh water brought up 
from the earth is reminiscent of the 
water (mist) from the earth which 
watered the “whole face of the ground” 
(Gen. 2:6). ‘The birth of the goddesses 
took place without pain or travail, and 
may be related to the background of 
the curse on Eve, whereby she was to 
bear in sorrow. The eating of the plants 
by Enki is compared by Kramer to the 
eating of the fruit of the tree of knowl- 
edge’ by Adam and Eve. We would 
point out that if there is any connec- 
tion between the Sumerian account of 
paradise and the Bible, it would be that 


‘the Sumerian account had retained some 


truth from the handed-down' knowledge 
of paradise, whereas the Biblical record 
gives by inspiration the true account, 
written down by Moses. The resem- 
blances, however, are sufficiently inci- 
dental to allow the possibility that the 
Sumerian account is entirely legendary, 
with no reminiscence of the Garden of 
Eden. 


EarRty CIVILIZATION IN MESOPOTAMIA 


Seton Lloyd has reported on excava- 
tions made at Tell Hassuna in northern 
Mesopotamia, not far from the location 
of ancient Nineveh.® A burial which 
was found in the lowest level of this 
site represents the earliest human re- 
mains yet found in Mesopotamia, and 
is assigned to what’ the excavators call 
“Neolithic” times, believed to go back 
to the fifth millennium B.C. (which, of 
course, is a relative date, since all dates 
before 3000 B.C. are really relative and 
not absolute). This excavation is sig- 
nificant, because, along with many other 
discoveries, it points to Mesopotamia as 
the early home of man. The Bible 
shows that Eden and the early develop- 
ment of man and civilization was in the 
region of Mesopotamia (Gen. 1-4). 


Tue Name “Jesus” 


During the first week of October, 1945, 
American newspapers carried the report 
of the discovery of a burial urn in a 
cave near Jerusalem which bore the in- 

®“Archaeological News and Discussions,” 
American Journal of Archaeology, Apr.-June, 
1945, p. 163, citing Palestine Excavation Quar- 
terly, July-Oct., 1944 
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THIS UNIQUE EMBLEM IS A TESTIMONY — 


Why Not Wear It On Your Coat Lapel or Dress? 


of every -born-again reader of 

these lines! Every one of us 
must face for himself ,that pungent 
question: “What shall I render unto 
the Lord for all His benefits toward 
me?” 

Here at P. S. B. we feel that we, in- 
dividually, are saved to serve by train- 
ing others the better to serve. School 
activities include Day School; the Prac- 
tical Work Department; the Evening 
School; eleven correspondence courses 
with many enrollments; and several 
related departments, such as Summer 
Camps, Conference Programs, Exten- 
sion Workers; and the Approved Books 
Store. Hundreds of our graduates have 
already gone forth as successful Pas- 
tors and Missionaries. 


‘C See TO SERVE !”—how true 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Horace F. Dean 
E. Schuyler English Robert B. Haines, I 
Frank E. Gaebelein 


No tuition is charged, the School be- 
ing dependent upon the gifts of God’s 
stewards—thousands of them of mod- 
erate means. It is their faithful, sac- 
rificial giving which, month-by-month, 
guarantees the salaries of our Faculty 
and Staff, and the multitude of other 
necessary expenses of our School min- 
istry. And God has graciously supplied 
all our needs. We would much rather 
have the small but constant and will- 
ing giving of the many than the occa- 
sional and more or less reluctant larger 
contributions of the few—wouldn’t 
you? 

So we have secured the beautiful 
metal and’ enamel emblem shown 
above, with its challenging and inspir- 
ing motto. Comes as a button for the 
coat lapel, or equipped with pin for 


the ladies. It is for the use of current 
givers only, otherwise will be recalled. 
And we will supply it without charge 
to every donor of a dollar a month. 
or more. 

“What shall I render unto the Lord?” 
You can help make possible to earnest, 
trained Christian young men and 
women lifetimes of effective service. 
What a tremendous contribution in 
just orfe graduating class for the spread 
of the Gospel to multiplied thousands! © 

Clip the coupon! Fill it in for a 
dollar a month or more, just as God 
leads you. Then drop it in the mail. 
In. grateful acknowledgment of your 
gift, you will receive the handsome 
emblem button or pin shown above. 
May we hear from you? 
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100,000 JEWS 
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scription, Master Jesus.” 18 The burial 
urn (known as an “ossuary” or bone 
chest) is being studied by E. L: Sukenik 
and other scholars at the Hebrew Oni- 
versity at Jerusalem. They expressed 
the opinion that this urn, along with 
others found in the same place, were 
apparently made by men and women 
who knew Christ and followed Him to 
the cross. Some of the press dispatches 
give the impression that this inscription 
gives. evidence only of the death of 
Christ, and not of His resurrection. 
Further study will show exactly what 
the inscription does indicate, and will 


also reveal whether it is a reference to: 


Jesus Christ, or to some other Jesus 
(“Jesus” is the Greek equivalent of the 
Hebrew name “Joshua”). Entirely apart 
from this newly.discovered inscription, we 
already have evidence outside the Bible 
for the existence of Christ, for refer- 
ence to Christ and His followers is made 
by several Roman historians, including 
Tacitus, Suetonius, and Pliny. 


PLANS AT WHEATON COLLEGE 


Wheaton College is formulating plans 
for two projects which are concerned 
with archaeology and the Bible lands. 
The first project is the resumption of 
the Wheaton Bible Lands Cruise, a field 
trip of the Department of Bible Archae- 
ology, which includes travel to Palestine, 
Syria, Egypt, and other Bible lands. As 
in the past, the trip will also be open 
to Christian people outside of the col- 
lege. It will be started when travel to 
the Near East is again feasible, follow- 
ing the reconstruction work which is 
now going on in Europe and the Medi- 
terranean area. 

The second project being planned at 
Wheaton is participation in the archae- 
ological excavation of one of the ancient 
buried cities in Palestine. Some con- 
tributions have already come in tc the 
Department of Bible Archaeology to 
form a fund for this purpose. The work 
of the department is under the )*ader- 
ship of the present: writer and Mr. 
Arthur Burton and Mr. Carl DeVries. 

Waeaton, Ixt. 





One of the most complete reports was 
the Associated Press dispatch in the New 
York Times, Thurs., Oct. 4, p. 25. 
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Coming Boldly 
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good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly.” 

While on a trip to California, the 
writer met a man who knew and loved 
God in a real way. In our meetings 
we asked all who had a burden or need 
of any kind to remain after the service, 
when we would join them in prayer, be- 
lieving God’s promise, “If two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching any 
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done 
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for them of my Father which is in 
heaven.” 

A man whom we had met in another 
town where we held meetings came for- 
ward and knelt at the altar. I knelt 
beside him. He said in a low voice, “My 
need is very great.. I haven’t a penny 
in the world. I’ve lost everything. I 
borrowed from a friend enough money 
to get gas to drive here. I felt God 
would meet me at this altar.” 

I said: “His promises are yea and 
amen’ in Christ Jesus. Ask what you 
will and it shall be done unto you.” 

He lifted his head and, with eyes open 
and gazing through the open window, he 
said; “Why should I ask You for a small 
sum? The silver and the gold are Thine, 
the cattle on a thousand hills, Give 
largely, Lord. Give heaped up and run- 
ning over, and we'll be partners. Half 
of my profits shall always be yours.” 

A short time after this he made an 
invention. It was of essential use in the 
war. Money began to roll in. Profits 
mounted. -God’s man did not build a 
magnificent house or buy an expensive 
automobile. He did not change his scale 
of living from the comfortable manner 
in which he had always lived, — simple, 
plain, unostentatious. He gave thousands 
to missions. He promoted a foundatien 
to aid struggling country churches. No 
one but his Lord and his bookkeeper 
ever knew of all the rivers of blessing 
that flowed from his office. 

If he had chosen a motto I think it 
would have been, “Thine be the glory, 
Lord.” Not unto himself, but unto his 
Lord should be glory and honor and 
blessing. 

“What shall I render unto the Lord for 
all his benefits toward me?” Certainly 
you cannot give what you do not have. 
It must of necessity be something, per- 
haps infinitely dear, that you possess, 
something He has given you that you 
might return it unto Him. 

Moses had only a pile of brush on 
wilderness sands, but it became an altar 
of unending fame. The poor widow had 
only two mites, but the Lord took them 
and they have been an example through 
the ages since then. Mary gave a costly 
ointment and-its fragrance has lasted 
two thousand years and permeated the 
nations of earth. An invalid gave her 
tithe plus her prayers, and her influence 
has gone out to Africa, where a chapel 
has been built by her gifts, and to the 
American Bible Society for Bibles which 
are going to every corner of the world 
in the native languages. “Little is much 
if God is in it.” 

What shall we render unto Him? 
Whatever we have and are, freely out- 
poured for His glory. 

Where? The amazing part is, as in- 
dicated above, that He makes it a wide 
sphere. Perhaps we live on a little 
farm in some obscure corner of this 
land. That can be a focal point to reach 
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shine os a teacher in your Sunday School when you are 
backed up with the ALL BIBLE GRADED SERIES of les- 
sons. An ABGS user from Toledo writes, “Ten children 
from the’ ages of 10 to 14 have accepted Christ within 
the last few weeks....” Another user from Canada 
writes, “It is so straightforward in presenting the Gospel.” 
These and other unsolicited testimonials from folk just 
like you prove thot teachers have found by experience 
that the ALL BIBLE GRADED SERIES works with pupils 
of all ages. 
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a far-flung battle line. Prayer and giv- 
ing will reach out and out. 

At a missionary rally a farmer came 
to the evangelist and said: “I haven’t 
anything to give to missions but my old 
Ford. It’s not much more than a wreck, 
but it runs for me all right. Some farmer 
will be glad to buy it, end you can send 
the money out to foreign lands.” That 
gift was costly. 

The car was sold. The money was 
sent. A missionary living by faith in far 
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away China, at a place to which no 
other mission work had ever reached, 
received money to build a little chapel 
for which she had been praying. She 
was told by whom the money was sent 
and she wrote to the farmer regularly 
telling of her life and work on her lonely 
station. 

As the farmer rode in his jolting ox 
cart instead of the to him luxurious Ford, 
he thought and prayed about his invest- 
ment in foreign lands. He wanted to 
give more. The Lord blessed his crops. 
When the next rally came he had a good 
sum to send to his missionary. 

At this convention the evangelist told 
of his gift the year before and of the 
blessings that had come to him. An- 
other farmer heard of it and said: “I 
want to help that man. My brother re- 
cently died, and I have his car and my 
own. Would he accept my brother’s car 
as a gift?” 

It was a late model in perfect condi- 
tien. The farmer said, “I’ll pay you 
for it as fast as I can.” “No,” said the 
man, “it is a gift.” “I want to pay you,” 
said the farmer. “This year my faith 
has been growing, and I believe God put 
it in your heart to.let me have this fine 
car, and I believe it will be paid for 
before another year rolls around.” And 
it was. “According to your faith be it 
unto you.” 

When? True faith brings the supply 
of our need the moment we need it. 
“Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.” 
Now, the present tense, is the time for 
w& to expect God’s blessing. Claim it 
NOW. 

“Lord, for tomorrow and its needs I 
do not pray.” 

Why? Because we have a right to 
claim:all the promises and because we 
need to enjoy God’s blessings now. When 
we get to Heaven we shall be like the 
man who saw many bundles awaiting 
him there. “What are these, Lord?” he 
asked. “They are your unclaimed bless- 
ings,” the Lord replied, “but you won’t 
need them up here. I intended them to 
make your way joyous when you were 
traveling life’s road uphill.” 

Why? Because we are to be witnesses 
that “no good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly.” It is 
for our blessing and His glory to dis- 
play His good things. He “daily loadeth 
us with benefits.” 
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Children at Home 


Sosan Starts.a Snowball 
By Mabel C. Stewar: 


VERY day is a busy day in the girls’ 
boarding school at Mirpur, in North 
India; but if you should ask the girls 
which is their busiest day, they would 
undoubtedly reply, “Saturday.” 
On Saturday there are no lessons, but 
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a general clean-up campaign is con- 
ducted, with every girl taking some 
part. The brick floors of the dormitories 
and classrooms are scrubbed. The court- 
yard is swept clean. The mud fireplace 
is freshly coated with clay. The tables 
are scoured. The rope-strung cots with 
their bedding are thoroughly aired in 
the bright sunshine. Girls at the wash- 
tubs, deep in suds, wash the week's 
used clothing, and hang it on the wire 
lines, where the hot sun quickly dries 
it. Every girl bathes, and washes her 
hair, afterward neatly braiding it in 
a dozen or more tiny braids. She puts 
on clean clothes, and at the end of the 
day everything is spick and span, clean 
and fragrant. 

“I like Saturday,” said little Sosan, 
patiently holding still while her “big 
sister” Btha braided her hair. 

Bua wasn’t really her big sister; actu- 
ally, she wasn’t her sister at all. The 
schoolgirls, however, were divided into 
groups, or families, with one of the older 
girls as big sister of the group. 

“Why do you like Saturday?” asked 
Bua. “Don’t you like the lessons?” 

“Oh, yes, I do,” answered Sosan, “but 
it’s so much fun, bustling around, get- 
ting all the work done. We can sing 
and be noisy on Saturdays, but we have 
to be quiet when we have classes.” 

“Well, I’m glad when Saturday is over. 
I have to get up early, you know, to 
start the cooking, and I’m tired,” said 
Bua. 

“‘T'll help with the cooking tonight, 
Bua,” offered Sosan. 

“Very well. We'll start now.” 

Bua uncovered the large brass pan 
in which whole wheat flour had pre- 
viously been mixed into dough for the 
unleavened bread. She and Sosan drag- 
ged the pan across the uneven bricks 
in front of the fireplace, and sat down 
on the floor. Taking up some dough 
with their hands, they molded it into 
balls, then patted the balls deftly till 
thin, flat cakes had been made. Other 
girls whose turn it was to cook had 
come, and were helping. 

“Put more wood on the fire, Jiwan,” 
said Bua. “The coals must be hot.” 

A large iron griddle, ungreased, had 
been placed over the fire. As soon 4s 
the cakes of bread were patted into 
shape, they were placed on the griddle, 
and baked ‘on both sides, then popped 
inside the fireplace near the red-hot 
coals. 

“Oh, look!” cried Sosan. “I love to 
watch them puff out!” 

After the bread had “puffed” it was 
thrown into a flat basket, where it was 
soon buried under a fast-growing pile. 

Jiwan and Iqbal were cooking the red 
lentils. 

“Add some more spice,” suggested Bua. 
“It will give more taste.” 

“Tt smells good,” said Sosan, “and I’m 
hungry.” 

All the girls were hungry. They 
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thought they could hardly wait till Bua 
asked the blessing, but, nevertheless, 
bowed their heads reverently. 

“We thank Thee, our Heavenly Father, 
for our daily bread. Give us hearts 
of pity for those who are hungry, and 
help us to help them,” prayed Bua. 

The girls ate silently. Finally Iqbal 
spoke. 

“I wish we could help the people in 
Bengal,” she said. 

“What people in Bengal? 
Bengal?” asked Sosan. 
that village.” 

All the girls laughed at little Sosan. 

“Bengal is a long, long way from here, 
little sister, hundreds and hundreds of 
miles away,” said Bua. “It is a province, 
not a village, and this summer the rains 
did not come, and the crops failed, and 
there is famine. People are dying of 
hunger.” \ 

“Teacher Miriam says hundreds are 
dying every day,” said Jiwan. 

Sosan’s big brown eyes grew bigger. 

“I used to be hungry in my village,” 
she said. “I am never really hungry 
here. Poor things!” 

“No,” said Bua; “thank God we are 
never really hungry here. That is, we 
never stay hungry. 
plenty to eat. That is because God's 


Where is 
“I don’t know 
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“Well, we must get to sleep. We have 
all done a good’Saturday’s work,” said 
Bua. 

The idea kept rolling like a snowball, 
growing as it rolled, till a committee 
of schoolgirls finally came to the mis- 
sionary. At first the missionary could 
hardly understand what it was all about, 
and was bewildered, as one after an- 
other dropped on her desk copper coins, 
of little value in themselves, but repre- 
senting a great deal to these girls who 
had so little. 

“It is for the starving ones, those in the 
Bengal famine,” Iqbal explained. 

“And we wondered, Miss Sahiba,” Bua 
went on, “if we couldn’t do without our 
Christmas treat this year, and that 
money be added to this for the people 
of Bengal.” 

There was a blur before the Miss 
Sahiba’s eyes as she replied, but her 
heart was happy. 

“Of course we can do that, if you 
really want it,” she agreed. 

“Oh, yes, we do,” chorused the girls. 

But let us not forget that it was really 
little Sosan who started the ball rolling. 

New WILMINGTON, Pa. 
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people give money to buy us food.” 

“Aten’t we God’s people?” asked So- 
san. 

“Yes, we are,” agreed Bua. “We 
are believers in the true God, and are 
followers of His Son, Jesus Christ.” 

“Jesus fed the hungry,” reminded Sor 
san. “You: know the story about the 
five thousand. Why doesn’t He feed 
the people of Bengal?” 

“Yes, Jesus fed the hungry, but wasn’t 
it really through the disciples who dis- 
tributed the food to the five thousand?” 
asked Iqbal. 

“Well, why don’t God’s people feed 
the hungry people of Bengal?” insisted 
Sosan. 
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Bua and the other big girls thought 
a good deal about what little Sosan had 
said, after*“Sosan was fast asleep. 

“We could do this,’ suggested Iqbal; 
“we could give up our pocket money 
this month, and send that to the starving 
people.” 

“Yes; I was going to get a new hair 
Tibbon, but I can get along without it,” 
said Jiwan. 

“I did -want some more sugar cane, 
bat I don’t need it,” said another girl. 

“There is the Christmas ‘jalsa,’” sug- 
gested Bua. 

“Oh, Bua, do you mean we can’t have 
our Christmas treat? That will be hard 
to give up.” 

“The money spent for that would buy 
a goed deal of food for the hungry ones,” 
said Bua. 

“Yes, yes, it would. We can do with- 
out our Christmas treat this year.” 


rag 


“These Books Solue Your Gift Problem 
The Old Fashioned Revival Hour 


The story of the miracle broadcast - - postpaid $1.25 
By J. Elwin Wright 


Manna in the Morning 


Like dew from heaven these devotional messages for every 

day of the year, with poems, fall richly upon the heart of the 

reader. Attractively bound in cloth with art jacket, postpaid $2.00 
By Charles E. Fuller and J. Elwin Wright 


Order today from 


FELLOWSHIP PRESS 


9 Park Street, Boston 8, Mass. 








Dept. T 








\ 








ane ee 

















920 (20) * 
The most exciting years in 
rophetic history! Coming 


AHEAD NSIGNS will review 


every prophetic poi 6 of interest in the world 


and the Scriptures ly. — them 
for reference. 30 LF iP 
Samples free with poh wy on ~ 


ATOMIC BOMB and the ATOMIC AGE 
Are We Lifting the Curse? 


THE ENSIGN 





Box 238-S - : Angola, Ind. 
Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


CHARLES Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 











A Voice From Beyond 


Composed by 


PHILIP E. HOWARD 
President of The Sunday School Times Co. 


A collection of heart-stirring poems, 
the reading of which will bring pleas- 
ure to every Christian. 


Paper bound, 50 cents postpaid 








The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOE TIMES 


The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 2 
1, Jesus the Good Shepherd 
(Matt. 18:10-14; John 10:11-14) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are - 
used by permission. 


pF gn of Christ as the Good 
Shepherd is found all through the 
Scriptures. Even in the Old Testament, 
in such passages as the Twenty-third 
Psalm and Isaiah 40, and the like, “the 
Lord,” who is the “shepherd,” is the Lord 
Jesus. Our Scripture lesson brings us 
two of the most familiar portions in 
the New Testament that speak of Christ 
as the Shepherd of the sheep, and He- 
brews 13:20, 21; 1 Peter 2:25; and 1 
Peter 5:4 continue this thought. 


In the two portions chosen for our 
Scripture lesson, six principal truths are 
seen concerning the Lord Jesus as the 
Good Shepherd. First, we see His pur- 
pose.. We find: it in Matthew 18:11. While 
He was a wise teacher and a spiritual 
leader as we shall see in the two prayer 
meetings that follow this, His great pur- 
pose in coming to this earth was not 
to teach or to lead, but to save. “All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; 
and the Lord hath laid on him the in- 
iquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). Man needed 
a Saviour, and the Lord Jesus came to 
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be that Saviour. As the parable told 
by the Lord Jesus in Matthew clearly 
states, and as the first verse of our sec- 
ond portion, John: 10:11, restates, the 
Good Shepherd came to give His life 
for the sheep. In this respect He was 
not merely a good shepherd, but the 
Good Shepherd. 
Sie 


The second truth concerning the Good 
Shepherd that we may find in this 
week’s lesson is the fact of His posses- 
sion. The sheep belong to the Shepherd. 
He sought them as His lost possession. 
There is a sense in which all mankind 
belongs to Him, “For by him were all 
things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones... all things 
were created by him, and for him (Col. 
1:16). But, in a very special sense, those 
who know him, through having accepted 
Him as their Saviour and having fol- 
lowed Him, are the special objects of His 
care and concern and possession. These 
are the sheep that know His voice (John 
10:4), and are known of Him (v. 14) to 
whom He gives eternal life, and who 
shall never be plucked out of His hand 
(v. 28). 

ye 


In Matthew 18:12, 13, we see the per- 
sistence of the Good Shepherd. He is 
not satisfied with ninety-nine per cent 
in' the fold, but goes to seek even one 
that may be lost. He is not disturbed 
by the mountainous country nor the 
difficulties of the search. Someone has 
well said that we used to hear a great 
deal about the “perseverance of the 
saints,” but we need to think more of 
the perseverance of the Saviour. Most 
of us give up very quickly when any 
difficulty arises. But the Good Shep- 
herd never gives up im His search for 
the lost sheep. Only a will that will 
have nothing to do with the Shepherd 
can resist His persistent love. 


John 10:4, which is a part of John’s 
remarkable Good Shepherd chapter, 
although not included in our Scripture 
portion, helps us to see the precedence 
of the Good Shepherd. He not only 
shows His sheep the way they are to 


_ take, but He precedes them, and first 


meets any danger or difficulty that the 
sheep. may encounter. Thus, we may 
have the assurance that no trial or temp- 
tation or hardship is beyond His-intimate 
knowledge, for He has gone along the 
way before-us. By following His foot- 
steps, we shall arrive safely at home. 

: | se 

Verses 12 to 14 of John 10-help. us to 
see the protection of the Good. Shép- 
herd. -He recognizes and is able to de- 
feat every enemy that would prey upon 
the sheep. In His care, we may be in 
the presence or hear the threats of those 























Lesson for December 2 


who would harm us, but we need not 
fear them. e 


Finally, in John 10:9, we see the pro- 
vision of the Good Shepherd. In Him 
we “go in and out, and find pasture.” 
It is He who leads us by the still waters 
and causes us to lie down in green pas- 
tures (Psa. 25). In Him, there is not 
only provision for all our needs, but 
satisfaction and joy and peace. Does 
- the Lord Jesus mean just this to you? 

Perhaps you may find helpful a very 
simple exercise. Sit down with your 
Bible, open to the Twenty-third Psalm, 
and read the first verse over and over 
again aloud. The first time emphasize 
the first word, the second time empha- 
size the second, and so on through the 
verse. Then, when you have finished, 
quietly bow your head and thank the 
Lord Jesus for his shepherd care, and 
tell Him that you are willing to be 
teachable and obedient. 
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Clothing Needed for. 

Belgium, Holland, and Norway 

HE Belgian Gospel Mission needs 

more clothing for relief work 
throughout Belgium. It has closed its 
processing work in Philadelphia, but it 
will be carried on in New York by the 
War Relief Commission of the National 
Association of Evangelicals. 

This War Relief Commission also op- 
erates in Holland, Norway, and France, 
to which countries it has made ship- 
ments of much-needed clothing. The 
Commission sends clothing to estab- 
lished, evangelical agencies for distri- 
bution, such as the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion in Belgium, the French Bible 
Mission in France, the Bethlehem Evan- 
gelical group in Norway, and a large 
church organization in Holland. Dis- 
tribution is made by these agencies on 
a Christian basis and as a testimony to 
our Saviour’s grace and always in His 
name. ’ 

Want and suffering will continue 
through this next winter through most 
of liberated Europe. Holland was strip- 
ped of almost everything when the en- 
emy was driven out, and there is little 
left to feed and clothe the suffering 
people. Exposure is causing more hard- 
ship than the lack of food, which the 
government is providing in limited 
quantities. Many of the children have 
tuberculosis and other diseases brought 
on by exposure and malnutrition, 

The War Relief Commission of the 
National Association of Evangelicals is 
administered with a threefold purpose of 
material relief for the body, spiritual 
relief through the Gospel, and to pre- 
pare the way for missionaries to carry 
the message of salvation to the people 
in the postwar period. Its work is ap- 
proved by the President’s War Relief 
Control Board under license No. 591, and 
its operation must meet the strict regu- 
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lations of that board, to whom it is re- 
quired to make quarterly reports undér 
oath. Any clothing that cannot be sent 
abroad is turned over to the Salvation 
Army in New York, from whom it has 
received free warehouse space. 

Those who desire to have part in this 
Christian relief work should send cloth- 
ing to the NAE War Relief Commission, 
536 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y.; 
and "gifts to J. Willison Smith, Jr., treas- 
urer, 2124 Lincoln-Liberty Bldg., Phila- 
delphia 7, Pa. 
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An Undenominational Christian 
Day School 


N THE. conviction that our modern 

day schools are failing in the build- 
ing of morals because they do not have 
a definite standard of moral values, and 
that the so-called “progressive educa- 
tion” df our day that allows a child 
to yield to his urges without restraint 
by authority is wrong and contrary to 
God’s Word, a group of earnest Chris- 
tian parents and interested Christian 
friends, after much prayer and prepara- 
tion, have established a. Christian Day 
School in Philadelphia. 

For the present, the facilities of the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, near 
Benner Street and Frankford Avenue, 
in northeast Philadelphia are being used. 
Sessions were begun on September 11, 
with an enrollment of fourteen pupils, 
covering the first three grades. Other 
grades will be added as the Lord pro- 
vides. 

Regular day school hours are observed, 
sessions beginning at 9 a.m. and elosing 
at 3.30 pm. Children are transported 
to and from schcol by automobile at a 
cost of fifteen cents a day, Tuition is 
$60 a year, payable quarterly. 

The length of the school term and the 





* (21) 921) 


Biblical Prokiiiine 


is impossible without knowledge of 
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Dr. H. A. Ironside,.Dr. Roy Aldrich, 
Dr. John. G. Mitchell, and Dr. Carl 
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leading to Th.M. All degrees ac- 
credited by New York Regents; 
school approved for veteran training. 
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many young people are finding their way to 
Providence. Get the complete story — write 
today for Cataleg.. 
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Winter in Florida 


at “Maranatha” — restful Christian guest home of 
DR. and MRS. HARVEY FARMER 
308 Eighth Street, Bradenton, Florida 
Bedrooms with Bath - No Smoking 





We are sowing the 
Seed, The Word of God, 
among the two and a 
half million Jews of 
New York City by 


Radio Broadcast 


Sta. WBYN (1430 ke.) 
Sundays, 9.45 to 10 p.m. 


Send for free sample copies of 
our literature. 


“Come over and help us.” 





Send your gifts to 
Christian Witness to Israel 
Bex 91, Church Street Station New York 8, N. Y. 





Help Wanted 


Full-time manager for lunch and fountain 
service on college campus. Middle-aged 
man preferred, Protestant and with some 
experience in food field. Write Room 
691, care of Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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REPEAL HAS aieiiie 


By CLAUDE A. WATSON, J.D., LL.D. 


Nations have rarely perished asa 
result of war, yet nations do fall 
when their moral fiber becomes can- 
cerous. Claude A. Watson, head of 
the Prohibition Party, releases start- 
ling evidence to expose the cancer of 
alcoholism, which is increasing ju-° 
venile delinquency, crime, accidents, 

, insanity, and broken homes. 
In the name of our children, in the 
cause of national health, physical and 
moral, Dr. Watson calls upon Ameri- 
ca to be concerned. 
PLAIN SPOKEN EVIDENCE 

Roy L. Smith, editor of the Chris- 
tian Advocate, says in, the introduc- 
tion “. . . willing to go to any pains 
to ferret out exact information, and 
with a legalist’s reverence for a 
proved case, Dr. Watson has mar- 
shaled the evidence as if he were 


appealing to a jury. ” This 
cE book arms the 
on citizen with indisputable 
oa facts showing what re- 
Z 
ZZ 

pages, hard bound, $1.25 


peal is doing to America. 
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curriculum corresponds closely to that 
of the public schools. However, the 
viewpoint of instruction differs funda- 
mentally from that of the secular 
schools. It is, namely: 


(1) That God is Creator and Provider of 
the needs of man. 

(2) That man, through the fall as re- 
corded in Genesis, is lost. 

(3) That God has provided for man in 
the death of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
who died for our sins on the cross. 

(4) That the revelation of God is 
through Christ, and that all things 
revert to Him as seen in the Bible 
and nature. 


An excellent teacher, of twenty-five 
years’ experience in public school teach- 
ing and a humble, earnest Christian, has 
been engaged, and an association and a 
board of directors, has been formed un- 
der a carefully prepared constitution: 

The interest, prayers, and support of 
Christian friends will be welcomed, and 
full information about the school may 
be obtained by addressing “The Inter- 
denominational Christian Day School 
Association of Philadelphia,” P.O. Box 
2030, Philadelphia 3. 


Gil Dodds and Bible 
Memorizing 


IL DODDS, the world’s champion 

indoor-mile runner, has written a 
remarkable testimony gf his faith in 
Christ, and of the blessing of Bible mem- 
orizing, for the 1946 booklet of the Bible 
Success Band. 

Mr. Dodds ran a mile in Madison 
Square Garden, New York, in 4.07.3 
minutes. Later, in Chicago, he broke 
his own record, and made the indoor 
mile in 4.06.4. This indoor-mile world 
record still stands unbroken. Mr. Dodds 
is an earnest Christian and gives God 
the glory for his success on the cinder. 
track. He says: “It was my saving 
faith in Christ as the Coach of life that 
helped me in my running. Philippians 
4:13 is still entirely true: ‘I can do all 
things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me.’ I am absolutely sure that it 
was Christ, and Christ alone, who gave 
me my success on the cinder and board 
tracks of our national contests.” 

Mr. Dodds further declares that it 
was the memorizing of God’s Word, 
learning Bible verses, that revolutionized 
his Christian life. He says: “For the 
first ten years of my Christian life and 
track career, I was only a church Chris- 
tian. I had no real joy and no happi- 
ness, and no fruitfulness, because I had 
failed to feed upon the Word of God, 
and to hide it in my heart.” 

A friend led Mr. Dodds to begin to 
memorize the Bible. He showed him 
the value and the importance of it. Mr. 
Dodds says: 

“It was after I began to hide God’s 
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Word in my heart that I began to find 
new joy and happiness in my own Chris- 
tian life, and could show some fruit as 
I dealt with other athletes about their 
souls. It was the Word alone that con- 
victed them. 

“As an athlete I naturally like chal- 
lenges, and it is the challenge of the 
Bible Success Band—a verse a day for 
1946 — that I like and am going to ac- 
cept! I know that the year 1946 will 
be a greater one than 1945, for it will 
be a year of greater mastery of His Word 


_ which is ‘for ever settled in heaven.’” 


The 1946 booklet of the Bible Success 
Band is one of the most attractive that 
has yet been issued. In addition to the 
helpful message by Mr. Dodds, it con- 
tains 365 Bible verses—one for each 
day —to be memorized during the com- 
ing year. The cover of the booklet con- 
tains a beautiful colored picture of the 
city of Haifa in Palestine. 

The booklets make ideal Christmas re- 
membrances for Bible and Sunday school 
classes and, relatives and friends. They 
are sold at a low price in order to en- 
courage people to memorize the Word 
of God. The prices are as follows: 
single copies, 10 cents; one dozen copies, 
$1; 25 eopies, $2; 50 copies, $3.75; 100 
copies, $7. 

White envelopes for mailing the book- 
lets may be ordered at an extra cost of 
one cent each. When ordering the book- 
lets it will be appreciated if something 
additional can be added to help in the 
cost of mailing. Please address all or- 
ders for the booklets to George T. B. 
Davis, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2. 


A Christmas Service for the 
Sunday School 


AVE you been wondering just what 

sort of Christmas service to use in 
your church or Sunday school? It will 
be worth your while to consider a new 
Christmas service, “The Christmas Com- 
mand,” prepared by Mary Brainerd 
Smith, and which is now available in 
leafiet form. 

This new service, prepared for Christ- 
mas, 1945, is made up of responsive read- 
ings from the Scriptures, special hymns 
that may be used to familiar tunes, verse 
recitations for Primary, Juniors, and In- 
termediates, and the like. Sunpay SCHOOL 
Times readers will recall similar serv- 
ices prepared by Miss Smith that have 
appeared in the pages of the Tres. This 
Christmas service, however, will not ap- 
pear in the paper, but is made available 
in this separate leaflet form for the con- 
venience of readers. The cost is 25 cents 
a dozen, or $2 a hundred, including post- 
age. 

If you desire copies of this 1945 Christ- 
mas service, address your order, with 
proper remittance to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia 5. 
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President: Pamir E. Howarp 
Vice-President: Harry J. JAEGER 
Treasurer: D. T. RicHMAN 

Editor: Pum E. Howarp, Jr. 

Associate Editor: Jonn W. Lang, JR. 
Correspondence Editor: Emmy D. Smira 
Advertising Manager: Rosert H. Broom 


Former Editors: 


H. Cray Trumsutt, 1875-1903 
CuHarLes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 


Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times: $2.25 per year; 
$1.75, five or more copies to same or sep- 
arate addresses. Canada: add 25 cents; 
foreign: add 50 cents. 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 


= 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 








Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 26 to December 2 
Mon.—Deut y 8:11-18. 

The Source of Our Wealth, 
Prayer Succestions: “The Lord thy 
God ... it is he that giveth thee power 
to get wealth.” All are in debt to God 
for life and opportunities. In His hand 
is the breath of every living man. It 
is He who shortens or lengthens our days. 
And as we brought nothing into this 
world, so we can carry nothing out (1 
Tim. 6:7). Unless, by use of our pos- 
sessions, we lay up “treasures in heaven” 
we shall profit nothing though we were 
to gain the whole world. Without God, 
earthly gain will break.our hearts. Pray 
for the St. Louis Gospel Center, 4000 

Washington Blvd., St. Louis 8, Mo. 


Tues.—Psalm 50:7-11, God the Owner. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “The world is 
mine and the fulness thereof” (v. 12). 
The world and them that dwell therein 
are the Lord’s, He founded the earth 
and made us, not we ourselves. All 
riches are borrowed from God's treas- 
ures. Nor can we hold them long, Other 
hands have released much of what we 
claim to own. Others left behind what 





we must leave. God survives His crea- 


tures. No one can succeed Him Be 
wise and acknowledge God as owner 
of all. Pray for the Brookes Bible Insti- 
tute, 2051 Park Ave., St. Louis 4, Mo. 


Wed.—Acts 19:23-29. Commercializing Religion. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “Silver shrines 
for Diana, brought no small gain unto 
the craftsmen.” Don't make money in 
the name of religion. This base sin of 

gain out of the Saviour’s blood, 
and sweat, and tears will bring God's 
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judgment upon all who “with feigned 
words make merchandise” of God’s cause 
(2 Pet. 2:3): Religious rackets are mul- 
tiplying: Meet this growing evil with 
clean hands and a pure heart. Remem- 
ber gain is not godliness. Pray for the 
Student Foreign Mission Fellowship, 
Wheaton, Ill. 


Thurs.—Malachi 3:8-10. 
Dealing Honestly With Ged. 
Prayer Sucaestions: “Will a man rob 
God?” “You bet he will,” said Billy 
Sunday, “quicker than he will anyone 
else.” The whole nation of Israel rob- 
bed God (v. 9).. Multitudes today do 
not give as God has prospered them. By 
the use of money, Christians reveal 
whether self or Christ means more to 
them. A weekly check-up is the God- 
provided safeguard against covetousness 
(which is idolatry). Paul mentions this 
in 1 Corinthians 16:2. Do you use this 
divinely given rule in giving? Pray 
for the Northwest Mountain Mission, 
McCall, Idaho. 


Fri—Luke 1213-21, 
A Christian’s Pessessions. 
Praver Succestions: “A man’s life con- 
sisteth not in the abiundancé 6f the things 
which he possesseth.” Take to heart 
the Lord’s warning against covetousness. 
“The love ofimoney is the root of all 
[kinds of] evil” (1 Tim. 6:10). When a‘ 
man has much, he wants more. As salt 
water when it is drunk by thirsty men 
afloat on a raft at sea, so greed of money 
increases desire, and thus while it prom- 
ises to satisfy, destroys. “Godliness with 
contentment is great gain” (v. 6). Pray 
for the Kingston Bible College and 
Academy, Kingston, N. S., Can. 


Sat.—Luke 18:18-24. The Rich Young Ruler. 

Prayer SuccestTions: “Yet lackest thou 
one thing.” The rich young ruler had a 
good moral background, but when tested 
by the perfect will of the Lord he failed. 
He desired to hold what the Lord asked 
him to surrender. He wanted his old 
life after he knew what the Lord wanted 
him to do. He rebelled against the will 
of God even though he did so in a gen- 
tlemanly manner. Is your attitude to 
the known will of God one of obedience? 
Pray for the International Christian Mis- 
sion, 81 Granville St., Halifax, N. S., 
Can. 
Sun.—James 2:15, 16; 5:1-6, 

The Use and Abuse of Wealth. 

Prayer Succestions: “Give them ... 
those things which are needful . . . gold 
. .. @ witness,against you.” Our first 
text deals with the Christian use of 
money; the with man’s sinful 
abuse of it. Keep short and righteous 
accounts with God. Keep down the evil 
root of greed of money which ruins 
many a child of God. Avoid the evil 


_ by obeying the Lord in handling money. 


Keep straight and you will be blessed. 
Pray for the Gospel Fellowship Associa- 
tion, Cleveland, Tenn. 
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Just what you have been looking for! ‘ 
A beautiful portfolio of Stationery with hymn 
phrases and Scripture texts. 


2 packages Greeting Cards, 10 Christmas, 
10 Everyday. All 
text cards. 


AND A FREE GIFT 

syle 
cents. 

friend. Remember, all 


“splendid gift fers 
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